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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you, once again, for tuning in.
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It has been said that the most treasured words
uttered by anyone are the words uttered on the
deathbed.
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In my last four messages, | have been talking

about the seven statements that Jesus uttered
from the cross.
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The seven sayings from the cross of Christ have
been cherished by believers for 2,000 years.
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The first of these statements was made at about
9:00 in the morning.
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Jesus interceded on behalf of the people who
nailed Him on the cross.
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He said, “Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they are doing...”
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then, the next statement from the cross was a
word of assurance to a repentant sinner.
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Jesus said to him, “Today, you shall be with Me
in Paradise...”
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then, toward the noon hour, undistracted by His

own pain, Jesus made a provision for His own
mother;
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and, then, when the brightness of high noon
became blacker than midnight, Jesus uttered a
cry of mystery.
KA MIEFREIRAT B, BARAR R T T
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“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”
“RIA], DA, RS sKer 7
or, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?”
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Today, we come to the fifth of the seven
statements.
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John, who was there in person, recorded these
words,

AV AN ALY, KR eI TR OR,
and, if you have your Bibles, please turn to
John, Chapter 19, verses 28 and 29.
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Let’s read them together.
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This cry of thirst from the cross is not the cry of
provision for others;
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but, rather, a cry of agony that self-consciously
came to the lips of the Lord.
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First, it was a cry of physical suffering.
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As you can imagine, the tension and
apprehension heightened the sense of thirst.
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It was the tension of the Upper Room.
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It was the tension of Gethsemane, when our
Lord prayed with such intensity.
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His sweat was like drops of blood, which
caused intense dehydration;
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then, there was the tension of the arrest and the

trip from Gethsemane to the judgment hall of
Caiaphas.
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There, the three stages of Jewish trial took
place.
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First, with Annas; then, Caiaphas; then, the
whole;

RN, AL, RGBSR
A

then, He was taken across the city to Jerusalem,
I8 J A s o o A R A IR
and, from there, to the fortress of Antonia;
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and, then, to a fourth interrogation by Pilate;
CERE X EvEA N AU CIRAE

then, He was dragged across the city again to
the judgment hall of Herod for the fifth
interrogation;
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and, finally, he was taken back to Pilate for the
sixth time in the early hours of the morning.
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There, He was interrogated and mocked.
HAE IR L 32 S|l SN 1]

Nowhere in these records do we read that the
Lord Jesus was ever given any relief for His
physical needs.
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On the contrary, historically, we know that the
treatment of people on these occasions was
brutal.
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Jesus was probably dragged with brutality from
place to place, thirsty;
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then, there was the flogging.
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Many men have died from the cruelty of such
flogging.
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Jesus was weakened so much that He could not
carry the cross up the hill to the crucifixion.
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After the flogging, there was the laceration and
the loss of blood that followed it;
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then, there was the suspension on the cross for
six hours.
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No wonder His soul anguished with the cry of
physical thirst.
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In response, one of the soldiers dipped a sponge

in a jar of wine vinegar on the end of a javelin
and lifted it up to Him.

ANt TSR AL E LR U, AR
2k, X HT .

We don’t know whether this was an act of
cruelty or an act of kindness.
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My listening friend, | want to ask you a
question.

REMMR, FARRAR—A 0.

What does the anguish of the cross say to you
and me today?
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First, it says that Jesus will never, never turn

down anyone who comes to Him, crying for
salvation.

HSE, EEURRAT, HRERAKASIRLAT (T —
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When you see Calvary distilled in the words, “I
thirst,”

HURE B REHL R B L “ 3R
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it ought to remind you of what the Apostle Paul
said,
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“God, who spared not His only Son, but

delivered Him up for us, how will He not, with
Him, freely give us all things?”

“CHPREAE T H CRL T NEATRNE T,
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It is impossible for the Lord to refuse anyone
who would come to Him saying, “Lord, save
me.”
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AR

The Lord, having suffered what He suffered on
Calvary, would never say “No.”
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When Jesus said, “I thirst,” He gives us the

assurance that our treaty of peace with God has
been signed.
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Secondly, the words, “I thirst,” ought to be
remembered and meditated upon at the time of
temptation.
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None of us go through this life without the

constant, subtle, clever craftiness of the
tempter.
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Satan comes to you and me in the moment of
loneliness or fatigue and seeks to tempt us.
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He is always ready for us to give him a door of
opportunity or a foothold,;
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then, our adversary is there to push us all the
way.
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How do we meet that temptation?

FATIN 122 G e g A IR e ?

The way you and I are to meet this temptation
is that, at the moment of temptation --

PRI IR T2 B IATIE 32648
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be it the grip of greed,

Toil R AR AR,

be it the hot anger of hatred,
ERAIUIR BT 51 R A

whatever it may be that pulls you in your life --

sl RN A A B 2 AT 515 103577,

stop right then and meditate on the reality that
fastened Jesus to the cross and caused Him to
cry out, “I thirst.”
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When you do that, you will receive power to
overcome.

HIRX AR, a2 E R,
You will receive power to refuse.
Rt 2 T EAE A R

You will receive the power for victory;

PRAt e 2 BU I )&

but, then, there is a deeper meaning to this cry,
“I thirst.”
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The Word of God gives us a fuller meaning to
that cry.
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Psalm 42 said,

i 42 ki

“As the deer panteth after water, my soul
panteth for you, O God.

R, FRATOYIER, HREVIEHE K.
My thirst is for the living God.

FH BB, K AE

When can I go and meet with Him?”

HJ L 13 WAfmg?

Remember, my friend, that the preceding cry,
the cry of my last message, was the cry of
desertion.
SREWMA, WEiclE, fERim e, F—
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“My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?”

“CIERE, JREM, fhaBFER?
With the totality of humanity’s sin weighing
down heavily upon Him,

ENERM AR A — A L,

Jesus had, for the first and only time in eternity,
seen the back side of the Father.
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At that moment on the cross, He had seen the
wrath of God,
IR —Z], MELE R ER,
and, having tasted that, He cried out with the
Psalmist, “I thirst.”
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He thirsts for the renewal of fellowship with the
Father again.
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What about you, my listening friend?
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When was the last time you thirsted for God?
PR B Ja — R A AT A i 2

What broken cistern are you looking to, to
satisfy your thirst?

PRAE TF- AT A FF BB 1) K i ke v 2 R 1+
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In John, Chapter 4, at Jacob’s well in Samaria,
Jesus meets a woman --
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a woman, like all of us, who was tempted to get

her satisfaction from a broken cistern and
counterfeit water --
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and Jesus said to her,
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“ Anyone who drinks of this water shall thirst
again.”

“PLMEIXIKE), EEF . 7
This woman thought her satisfaction came from
her religious tradition.
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This woman thought that her satisfaction came
from observing some dead rituals.

XAANLLY, AT — LB = B AT
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This woman thought her satisfaction came from
feeding her sensuality;

EANENLA, B E AREaRT Pk ihs
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but Jesus said to her,
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“This kind of water gives you a false sense of
satisfaction.”

XA K A BE g5 VR — R LT B0 2

Some of you, my listening friends, may be
drinking from the fountain of work,
SRERIA, VRO E A LN, AT RETLIE
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thinking that, “If I can do just a little more, I
will be satisfied.”
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Some of you may be drinking at the fountain of
alcohol or drugs,

[EAZEDNITRY WL R ETE) Eal o
thinking that, “One more time, it will take me
from the inner pain that I feel.”
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Some are drinking from the fountain of
infidelity in marriage,
ALNLE T I85MEZ T,

thinking that, “This person is going to give me
the satisfaction that I’'m looking for.”
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It is written all over these broken cisterns that
whoever drinks from this water will thirst again
and again;

P IX SRR B KB AR B, TRk
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but thirsting after God is the only thirst that can
truly be satisfied,;
RAXMHIEE, 42— iR L1525 2
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and, so, Jesus thirsts for the Father.

HS ik ey B2 A A
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Also, this cry was a cry of surrender and
submission.
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The Scripture clearly teaches that Jesus, the
eternal Son of God, is One for whom and
through whom all created things came into
being.
ZXARIEREMBCT UL, KM LT HRER,
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When the Father said, “Let there be light,”
B B,

the Lord Jesus Christ organized this light.
FHRSBRA AR 1 IX

When the Father said, “Let us make man in our
own image,”

LA “IRATERERATNIE ARG
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the eternal Son administered and brought that

about.
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When the Father said, “Let there be separation
between the firmament and the waters,”

AU K ER RS, KK N
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the pre-incarnate Lord Jesus Christ
administered that.
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There were many waters created by God --
MBI 1 EEHIK,

all the waters in the world, all the oceans, all
the lakes and all the rivers,

XA A B, BAEEEE, WIAAIL
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and, yet, the One who put all the waters

together, in submission to the Father said, “I
thirst.”
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In 1 Corinthians, Chapter 10, Paul said,
ERIMRZ I 10 %, fRZ i

“In the wilderness, Israel drank from the
spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock
was Christ.”
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That same Lord said, I thirst.”
WIERXA EW: “FRET. ”

This same Lord, who was in the beginning of
His ministry, refused to cheapen His spiritual
power by turning stone into bread.
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That is the same Lord who refused to minimize
the suffering of Calvary to slacken His own
thirst.
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This is an act of submission.
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My listening friend, listen very carefully, as |
conclude.
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There are many ways for us to assert ourselves,
to force our own opinions upon others.
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There are many ways to parade our pride,
wARZ T ARZEAC,
to see that our will be done and is done;
HENEDEH ORI, S Bl
but, when we hear the voice of the Galilean
again and again saying,
ﬁm,é&M%ﬁ EY D IZEIFSING =
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“You can do all that; but, for My sake, submit
and do it not,”
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then, we are compelled to submit to Him.
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By suffering physically, spiritually and
willingly, the Lord Jesus submitted His own
will to the will of the Father.
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He was under no constraint to do it at all; but
He did it for you.
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John, who recorded these words, “I thirst,” tells
us, in Revelation, Chapter 7,

BT G T RN FRAE, fERR
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that, when we are gathered around the Lamb,
BIATREAE LR,

we shall hunger no more,
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nor will we thirst.
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In His presence, all thirst will be slackened,
FEMLIETHT, PR BT AR = iR

for we shall be forever in the presence of the
One who is the Water of Life;

P T2 7KCm AR SEAE EHR SR T A, w2 42
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and, my listening friend, if you do not know the
Lord Jesus Christ today, you can know Him.

REMMAA, RARIEANRIZ AL T HR R
B, ASRRA LA,

He loved you to the death
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and He’s inviting you today.
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Will you come to Him;

P8 SR 2 b T Ak ?

and, then, write to us and tell us?
HEEE VAT

Until next time, | wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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