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Hello, listening friends.
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We are glad you tuned in to listen to this
program.
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We are in the midst in a series of messages
entitled, “Freedom From Fear,”
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and | want to begin, today, by telling you about
an incident.
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One day, | saw a man wearing a t-shirt that says
"No Fear."
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It immediately got my attention,
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because I knew that I’d been talking about
freedom from fear;

ER] SR 3 R L PR AR R T2t B R X A B R
and I said to myself,
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“Ah, here’s a man who’s a fearless man;”
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but, then, I began to reflect on this.
PR P A,

Marketing executives obviously knew that there
are some who want to convince themselves that
they are courageous,
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so, they printed these words: “No Fear.”
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The problem with that is that many people
confuse courage with fearlessness.
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They market courage as the absence of fear;
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but this couldn’t be further from the truth.
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The truth is this:
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courageous people are not fearless people.
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In fact, | think, sometimes, that fearless people
may be, simply, stupid people.
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True courage is confronting your fears.
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True courage is facing down your fears.
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True courage is triumphing over your fears.
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In reality, this type of bravado that is displayed
on t-shirts or caps is merely ignoring what is
deep down under the surface that needs to be
dealt with.
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Social scientists call this type of thinking
"detachment."
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These are people who try to bury their fears by
appearing to be strong and confident and
courageous.
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Most often, they don’t know how to conquer
fear in their lives.
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Their attitude is this:
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“Tam okay. I don’t need you to come close to
me.
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I am doing just fine.”
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I think we all know people like that.
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One of the greatest examples of this type of
person in the Bible is the Apostle Peter.
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Peter represents those who refuse to get in
touch with their own fears.
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Peter represents all those who cover up their
fears by all kinds of perceived strength and
self-confidence.
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If you look at Peter’s early life,
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you would never have depicted him as a fearful
man.
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He was brash and abrupt.
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He was impetuous and self-confident.
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You know, God has a hard time using people
like that.
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God has to break this type of person before He
can use them.
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If you contrast Peter with Thomas, you would
say, when it comes to fear, they were opposites.
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We saw, in the last message, Thomas had fear
written all over him,

fEE—TEY, BAEIEZ S5 LRk
TR

but not Peter;
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yet, in reality, each man was as fearful as the
other.

SRS, ARATIHR CoAF AR

One wore his fears on his sleeves.
—A, RLEANEE .

The other drove his fears underground.
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Thomas let his fears publicly haunt him.
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Thomas was external in his expression of his
fears.
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Peter bottled it up and pretended that it wasn’t
there.
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Thomas put his fear on display.
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Peter convinced himself that his fears did not
exist;
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S0, judging Peter from the outside, you would
have to say he was not fearful.
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None of us would have pointed our finger to
Peter and say, “Here goes a fearful man.”
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Thomas, yes, but not Peter.
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Well, look at some of Peter’s public statements.
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Listen to what Peter said on a few occasions.
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The first is in Matthew 26...
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Here’s what Peter said,
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“Jesus,
“ T AR GRIBT ,
If all forsake you, I will never forsake you.
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I will die for you.”
WIBRAE. 7

When the other Disciples wobbled regarding
Who Jesus was,
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in Matthew 16, Peter said,
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“You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.”
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When the soldiers came to arrest Jesus in the
Garden of Gethsemane,
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all the others ran away, but not Peter.
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In John 18:10,
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Peter pulled his sword and cut the ear of the
policeman.

BEAFHR T ], JE KSR HOAN AR T —
AR

On the outside, Peter was confident.
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On the outside, he appeared fearless and
indomitable;
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yet, looking beneath the facade, he had not yet
confronted his fears.
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His fear was hidden in all of its insidious and
destructive nature.
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As | have been telling you throughout this
series of messages,
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the emotion of fear was a God-given gift to us;
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but, when Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden,
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they reversed the purpose for which the gift
was given.
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The gift was clearly given to fear God and God
alone;
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but they inverted that gift and began to fear
people.
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More than that, they developed a dichotomy

between public image and private life which we
all have inherited.
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Because of sin,
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we hide what we think is unacceptable and
display to the public only what we think people
want to see.
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We pretend to be who we are not.
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Sooner or later, the two will catch up with each
other.
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Let me tell you a funny story about that.
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There was an army officer who was promoted
to a higher rank.
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What came with that promotion was an
impressive, large office and a large desk;
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but the newly promoted officer was worried

that his former peers would not treat him with
the respect that it is now due to his new rank;
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S0, he tried to impress them by dropping big
names.
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On his second day in the office,
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a private came and knocked on the door;
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and the officer said, “Wait a minute. I’m on the
phone...”
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then, he quickly picked up the receiver and said
very loudly, so that the private could hear him,
“Yes, sir, General. I will call the President
right now.”
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He said, “No, sir, I will not forget.”
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He said, “It was great visiting with you, Sir...”
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and this conversation went on for a few
minutes.
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Now, when he put the receiver down, he called
the private. He said, “Come on in,”
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and he said to him, “What do you want?”’
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He said, “Sir, I’'m here to hook up the phone.”
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Like Peter, many Christians who are saved and

sanctified put on an image that is totally
different from the real person;
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but here’s the problem:
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as long as they drive their fears underground,
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they prolong the process of bringing it up into
the open and dealing with it, and have victory
over it.
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As long as they are pre-occupied with the outer
facade,
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they will prolong the pain, and miss out on the
joy, of conquering fear.
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When | think about those who drive their fears
underground and project a false image of
reality,
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I’'m reminded of the British archaeologist who
discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun.
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Most of you have seen the mask, either in
person or on television.
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If you go to the Cairo museum, you will see it.
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There is a beautifully decorated casket.
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Inside of it, there is another casket.
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Inside the second casket, there was a third
casket that was covered with gold leaf.

RS AMEM BRI, BH =AM, gaen
T

Inside the third casket, there was a fourth casket
that was made of pure gold;
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and, inside the fourth casket, there were gold
clothes with that famous gold mask;
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but do you know what was inside the gold
clothes?
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The blackened, dried-out remains of a very
ancient corpse.
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No matter how we disguise it,
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no matter how we conceal it,
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no matter how to cover it up,
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the dead, dry bones of fear have to be exposed
and confessed in order to be defeated.
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Jesus took compassion on Peter and embarked

on the process in Peter’s life, just as He did
with Thomas.
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The process was getting him to expose and

identify and acknowledge his fears so that he
may learn how to have victory over his fears.

BRI R, RN EE CHRRA, R
JeE At AT BASE 3] B R R
I have selected only two profound encounters

that Jesus allowed Peter to have with his fears
in order to help him defeat his fears.
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The first one is in Matthew 14:22.
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Jesus had just finished feeding 5,000 with only
five loaves and two fish.
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Whether this crowd believed in Jesus or not,
they came for the food.
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The crowd was pressing on them from every
direction;
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and, finally, Jesus said it was time to get away
from the crowd and go to the school of practical
faith,
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and that is not exactly what He said, but I want
you to understand the meaning of it.
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He said, “Let’s go to the Lake of Galilee where
the lesson will take place.”
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The sea was the area of Peter’s strength.
Kig, RApAF ] Ll e )2 Ity .
The sea was the area of Peter’s knowledge.
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This was the area of Peter’s confidence,
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right on the water.
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Peter and the other fishermen were familiar
with the Sea of Galilee.
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They knew it backwards and forwards.
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They knew where the sandbars were.
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They knew where the rough spots were.
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They knew how to handle the wind and the
storms.
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They had been through it all and they knew it
all.
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I am convinced that the Lord Jesus had a sense
of humor.
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He wasn’t going to teach Peter this important
lesson on the mountain,
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but in the water.
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I will tell you more about this in my next
message.
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They got into the boat,
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and Jesus promised to meet them on the other
side.
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His plan was to teach Peter the lesson of
confronting his hidden fears.
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The Lord went up to the mountain to pray and
spend time with the Father.
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Jesus considered it very important to fellowship
with the Father,
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and you should, too.
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Before you can help anyone, you have to spend
adequate time with your heavenly Father.

PREEH % IR (R AR AQAE — 2, /RA AT LA
ZAHIN
Before you can minister to anyone, you must

first be able to minister to your heavenly
Father.
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Before you can be effective with people, you
have to be affected by the presence of the Lord;
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so, when they got into the water, the wind
began to blow.
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The sea started to get rough and the waves
began to get high;
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and these experienced fishermen began to get
panic.
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They rowed and rowed and rowed,
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but they were not making any headway;
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and, the more they tried, the worse the situation
got.
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Many of you have been there and you know
what | am talking about.
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You know the feeling of rowing and rowing the
boat of your life alone.
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You know the feeling of what it is not to be
making headway.
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In Mark, Chapter 6, verse 48,
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he tells us that, during that time of rowing, until
three or four o’clock in the morning, Jesus was
watching them from above.
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Have you ever asked yourself, "Why didn’t
Jesus come from the mountain as soon as He
saw them in trouble?"
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The Bible tells us a little bit about why Jesus
did not come immediately.

E2ET | AR ARE S BN
KA A o

It is because part of the lesson plan was to let
Peter begin to acknowledge his fears,
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that fear that Peter has been adamantly refusing
to acknowledge.
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| want you to know that Jesus is always
watching you;
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and, just because He is delaying the answer
does not mean that He is denying you the
answer.
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Delay does not mean denial.
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In the middle of your storm, He is watching
you.
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In the middle of your straining hands on the
oars, He is watching you.
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When the wind is blowing hard at your face, He
is watching you;

24 SR U IAEAR I I, SR
but there are lessons that He wants you to learn.
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There are emotions that He wants you to
confront.
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There are fears that He wants you to overcome.
M EAR T IR AR R

These cannot be learned any other way, other
than facing them head on.
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On the hill looking down to the sea, what was
Jesus doing?
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Most likely, He was interceding for them
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and planning the right time to come to them;
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but He had to come to them when He is going
to do the impossible.
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Why?
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Because our God is a God of the impossible.
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I know you want to know how Jesus helped
Peter to confront his fears.
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Tune in next time to hear the answer.
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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