(REEZMD XEHX

ER BT ERIIRT - 2
SEVEN STEPS TO AVOID BLINDNESS - 2

SECTION A

H #

1. Hello, listening friends.
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2. If you are joining this broadcast for the first
time,
U RAR AR B — ST XA H

3. we have just started a series on the second
Epistle of Peter.
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4. Last time, we saw that, when Peter introduced
himself as a servant of Christ, he does it
deliberately.
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5. Heisreminding us that leadership is knowing
how to serve the living God.
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6. Peter tells us that the power of the Holy Spirit
is available to all who are born again through
the blood of Jesus Christ.
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7. This power will give you victory over sin and
evil;
XA RE ST DALEAR R TR 5

8. and Peter also tells us that there are three things
that are foundational if you want to live a
victorious life.
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9. Last time, we looked at the first one that’s

found in verse 3 of Chapter 1.
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Peter says that, first, you must recognize the
divine power that God has already given you;
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and, in 2 Peter, Chapter 1, verse 4,
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Peter tells believers that they must not only
recognize the power given to all believers;

AT EIRBELE, A TALZEEI VS T K
VAR

but all believers must appropriate these great
and precious promises that God has given them.
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The word "precious™ here means "valuable" or
"costly."
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It is a favorite word to Peter.
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He refers to the blood of Jesus Christ as the
"precious” blood of Jesus Christ.
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He refers to our faith as "precious."
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The word "precious™ is not a frivolous word;
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S0, what are these "precious” promises?

W, ZLE CKHRH)” MR AN ?

Peter is thinking of the words of Jesus in John

16,
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“It is better for you if 1 go to the Father, for
when I go to the Father, I will send the
Comforter to you...”
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and, on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit of
God came with power and now dwells in the
lives of believers.
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Jesus kept His word.
HRER FR) 1 AN 2 6
Now, we can be partakers of God’s power
through the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit in us;
WA AT LSRN B LR, B
REA 10 T A AE
and that is why Paul could say, in 2 Corinthians
5:17,
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“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old things have passed away. Behold, all
things have become new.”
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By the power of the Holy Spirit, God’s divine
nature replaced yours.
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By the power of the Holy Spirit, you are the
Simon who has become Peter.
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My listening friends, | want to ask you some
questions.
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How many of you really know about the divine
nature that’s available to all believers?
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How many of you have never appropriated that
power?
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If you have never appropriated that power,
BRANR NI SCHGE

it is because you have not allowed the Holy
Spirit of God to possess you.
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Peter says that, as believers, we must recognize
the divine power of the Holy Spirit.
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Peter said that, as believers, we must
appropriate that power;
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but Peter also tells us that the promise of God
also does something else.
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It allows us to escape the corruption that is in
the world through lust.
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Here, Peter is edging toward his deepest
concern for new believers.
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He is saying that, when you walk and live in the
power of the Holy Spirit,
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you are walking in the opposite direction of our
natural desires.
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Paul said the same things in Galatians 5:16.
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“Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill
the lust of the flesh.”
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Believers must recognize the divine power of
the Holy Spirit.
FBAE AR R IR RE
Believers must appropriate the power of the
Holy Spirit.
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Believers must walk in the Spirit and avoid sin.
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Now that Peter laid the foundation of our faith,
WA AIRATHE AT T 1 A,

he goes on to tell us about the seven-story
structure that we must build if we are to have
victory in our lives.
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Faith in Jesus Christ equals divine nature equals
spiritual power.
FEFBHRER B RS Ol 2 B ETS, t2
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This is the foundation of the building;
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but Peter does not stop with the foundation.
{ERAAF AT FHAEREE L,

You have to get the building built.
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The foundation is important,
i ] R R 2,

but the building is also important;

KIE A G A EL

so, what is that seven-story building?

W, ZELEERRRAANE?

The first floor of the building is found in verse
5.

F— e A,

It is the floor of virtue.

M “HEITT E.

He said, “Add virtue to faith.”
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The word "virtue" is literally translated "moral
excellence.”
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Moral excellence means that you mean what
you say.
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When you say "yes," you mean yes, and when
you say "no," you mean no.
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Moral excellence means being faithful to your
spouse.

“CRIFHIME” B, RHREIECIHE DK,

Moral excellence means that you do not take
your employer’s time to do personal things.
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Moral excellence means, to young people, that
you obey your parents and you do not rebel
against them.
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Virtue is the strength and the power to say "no"
to sin and "yes" to God.
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Abraham was not virtuous when he lied and
said Sarah was his sister.
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Moses was not virtuous when he struck the
rock instead of talking to it.
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David was not virtuous when he took another
man’s wife into his arms.
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Peter was not virtuous when he denied the Lord
with profanity.

WAFFEA N LI, 2 A AT
Virtue means that you are not double-minded.
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The second story in the building is knowledge.
KRIEHIZE ZF2 “RR7 .

The word "knowledge™ in this verse does not
mean facts.
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There are a lot of believers who know a lot of
facts about the Christian life.
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They read their Bibles and they get information
and facts.
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That is not what Peter means by "knowledge."”
(XA ZIAFIREH “HIR”

Knowledge means learning through a
relationship.

“CRIR el AR R R
Knowledge is what comes out of an experience.
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In your marriage, Peter tells husbands, in 1
Peter 3:7,

FEIRWC R b, R R B =5 7%
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to “live with your wives according to

knowledge.”
CORAMESC IR, W EH AR AN 1 [
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That means that you know her well enough to

know what makes her sad and what makes her

happy.

AAE UL, PREEFCIEMD 1R, 7 RER B )
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Knowledge means that you understand God’s

character and God’s will as you learn it from
His Word.

RN FRIIRLR, R A S e I EE R
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Knowledge means that you understand God’s
will for your life that you learn from your
intimacy with Him in prayer.

R R EN AT SR E AL, TR
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Knowledge is the ability to discern His voice
when He speaks to your heart;

“CRITR” R BN AR UL TE BN, UREE 2P
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and this knowledge will build you up in the
faith.
MR 23 B ARG 1S 2 .

In verse 6,
FESFNT,
Peter tells us that the third story of the seven-
story building is self-control.

WA EVRIAT, RE-EERE WE=ER
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You cannot grow in Christ in your Christian

walk without self-discipline and self-control.

VERN—NFEEE, an R BA A AR
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There must be discipline in your prayer life.
WEARZRE O, @I & AT

There must be discipline in your study of the
Word of God.
RERZGA O, WU 2 P T

There must be discipline in your use of time.
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There must be discipline in curbing your
appetites.

REBLRE T, FEHRIRCRE 215

If you are not disciplined in all these areas,
chances are the Lord is not a priority for you.

WEARAIRAEZ LT HBAGA O, R ATREIRIE
BAHBE TR,

Paul is a good role model of self-control and
discipline.

DRGHE T HIA H L HT T 245 FAME T 3£ 47
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Listen to what he said in 1 Corinthians 9:26:

At 75 B AR 13 1L 26 5T

“1 do not run aimlessly. 1 do not box as one
beating the air; but I plummet my body and
subdue it lest after preaching to others, | myself
should stand aside.”

“PrRAETER, AMEEERE; FRE, A
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Self-discipline, therefore, is making your body
to be your servant and not your master;

PRI, )7 BRARTOH AR, T AR R
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then, we see the fourth building of this seven-
story building is perseverance.
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Patient endurance is an alien word to so many

people in our world today.

“CET 7 XA LS XAEAL, XA
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This word literally means to remain under
stress or to be steady under pressure.

XA BRI, R T IRFR R E
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It may be that some of you today are going

through difficult times;
EEIRENZ RPN SS i1 3P
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but, remember that God is more than willing to
give you the power to continue when you have
done all, that you can stand firm in His Word.
IO, RIS A ) ST Al 1 Y s U
PRI AN KA G 45 VR Ak BEAT BT AE I ST 8
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Many times, we are tempted to quit too early
and miss out on God’s blessing.
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The fifth story in the building is godliness.
KEWEBTERZ “RW

It means God-likeness.
CREELT mE AR iR

It means that there has to be such a supernatural
quality in a believer’s conduct.

BRI, — BT 907 AR
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It means that the world can look at you and

know that you’re a child of your heavenly
Father.
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The family likeness should be understandable
and discernable.
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In verse 7, Peter tells us about floor number six
and floor number seven.
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One is brotherly affection,

FNER CEBILT

and the other is divine love.
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At a glance, you might think that the two top
stories in that building look alike,
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but they are very different.
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Brotherly affection is what we have for each
other as brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus.
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Divine love is what God produces in us even to
the point of being willing to lay our lives down
for each other.
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Let me summarize again.
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Faith is the foundation;
(ELVPRE-TiE

then, add virtue to faith.
A&, XEmN EET,
Add knowledge to virtue,

A7 ELT, XEN ERNR,
and self-control to knowledge;
A1 FIR, CEIN BT

and perseverance to self-control.
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Add godliness to perseverance,
A 1A, XCEN L

and brotherly love to godliness;

A 7ML EN R Gy

and, finally, add divine love to brotherly love.
BJa, AT RZHNEG, XEMLZARNT
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Peter says that, in the Christian life, you either
go up or go down.
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You cannot stand still.

PRAS AT REFE WA 1 6

Peter tells us in verse 9 that, if you ignore this
seven-story building,

AFAE SR LR B VREAT, WRARBAL T
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you will be ineffective and unfruitful and you
will be shortsighted and forgetful.
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Your Christian life will be like those who are
boxing at shadows.
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To be sure, you may have knowledge,
WAFRIRA R,

but if you don’t put into practice the knowledge
that you have,

HR, i FARANEIR R R S B B R ) A 7
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Peter is saying that this is short-sightedness
WAFUE, X2 IR,

and it will even blind you to the greatest gift
that you have,

ARSI I 26 2 ) S8 AR T A AL
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and that is the redemption by the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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Today, you can ask for divine power to help
you build this seven-story building;

SR, ARATLLFAAT R, dhs i LR K E
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but, for some of you, you may not have started
with the foundation yet,
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and that’s where you have to start.
TRIAE BT URIE .

Ask God to give you the gift of faith to believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ,

MR AR AR T HRBR R B 115 O BG4 1R,
and, after you have the foundation, you can be
ready to build that seven-story building.

FIF 7T IXANMRIEECL G, ARk AT DAFE L T g
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It is my prayer that you will do that today.
WNRFES, EIRMNIAERTTAE



