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WHAT DOES JESUS THINK? -5

Hello, listening friends.

SREMIAR, ARG

It is a pleasure to have you with us today.
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We are in the midst of a series of messages
entitled, “What Does Jesus Think?”
TAEEHEN T RT “HRERAEARM 47 7 X
N RFME B B o

These messages are from the Book of
Revelation.
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In these messages, we are looking at the seven
letters Jesus wrote to the seven churches.
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Today, we will be looking at the letter to the
church in Thyatira.
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I know you will agree with me that we are all
influence by others.
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Some influence us for good and some influence
us for ill.
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If you do not have discernment,
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then | want you to listen to the rest of this
message.
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Parents need to do all they can to help their
children develop discernment.
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Bible teachers need to do all they can to help
their students develop discernment.
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In the age in which we live,
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probably the most important lesson we can
teach others is discernment-
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discernment to distinguish between right and
wrong,

L VALY Su RST
discernment to distinguish between true
teachings and false ones,
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and also discernment to distinguish the more
important from the less important,

XA 3 e AT LA R LG B R, TR e AN
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the essential from the unnecessary,
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the permanent from the transient,

WIS AT ), RS R 4 38T 1)

the good from the best.

WIR L B B ), RS — R o

Without the skill of discernment, you will drift
away from the truth and cause yourself a great
deal of heartache;

WA HEANIRETT, VR 1w 2 5
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and, according to Jesus, drifting away from the
truth has a tragic price tag.

HR iR 25 R 3RATT, e B EE S AT LB AR
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Now, listen to the words of the risen Christ to
the church in Thyatira;

WAE, FRAT—ERWT, I ISR B HEHEHE
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and it is found in the Book of Revelation. That

is the last Book in the Bible, Chapter 2, verses
18 to 29.
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Thyatira, the town, was small and insignificant
in comparison to the other six cities.
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It was founded by Alexander the Great.
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Its claim to fame was that it was the
headquarters for the various trade unions.
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Its main industries were wool and dye,
especially purple dye.
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The primary god that they worshipped was the

Greek god, Apollo.
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The main pressure that Christians had
experienced in Thyatira came from the trade
unions.

FOEPEEHEREAE P 2 B IS ), EECKA
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Let me explain.

BB T

To hold a job in Thyatira, you had to join a
union;

PR EABAEHEREHEDR OR A — 1 TAFROUE, WS
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but each trade union had a patron god in whose
honor pagan festivals were held.
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These pagan festivals required people to eat
meat that had been offered to idols.
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They also required people to practice sexual
immorality.
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The Christians who would refuse to participate
in these pagan festivals lost their jobs.
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What is their answer to this dilemma?

AbATT D ey S50 32X T A A Y ) T P 2

Well, some clever church members said, “No
problem.

A REAT SRR B B e o AU
We don’t have to lose our jobs.
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We can participate in those things and still be
believers in Jesus Christ.

FATAT CMHOIR L2, {H L 2 R BRI B 45
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We can have the best of both worlds.”
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One woman, in particular, was pushing this
teaching on the believers.
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Listening friends, I don’t want you to miss this.
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The biggest threat to the believers in Thyatira
did not come from the pagans.
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It did not come from a hostile Jewish
community.

WA SRk B #OS A RN 14K,

It came from some of the leaders inside their
own group;

2K TARATE 2R — L 44 ;
and that is why we will see four things in this
letter.
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The first is Jesus’ praise for the believers in
verse 19.
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The second is Jesus’ concern for the believers
in verses 20 to 23.
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Thirdly, Jesus commands the believers in verse
24 to 25;
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and, fourthly, Jesus’ advice for the believers in
verse 26 to 29.
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Now, let’s look at Jesus’ praise for the believers
in verse 19.
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Jesus saw the love, the faith, the service, and
the endurance of the believers in Thyatira.
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In the Gospels, Jesus said that He never forgets
even a cold drink of water given in His name.
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I don’t want you to miss this.
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This is the first church to be commended for
their love.
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Like other churches, Thyatira had loyalty to
Jesus.
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They were faithful to Jesus.
AT R0 T BB 6

They were bold to proclaim Jesus as their
Savior;

fibAT] 55 EicHh S AR S SR A AT T AR

and all these qualities earned them Jesus’
commendation.
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These people demonstrated their love and
faithfulness by their actions.
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They probably worked hard to help widows and
orphans.
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They probably were practical in their faith;
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but Jesus moves on very quickly, after only one
verse, to express concern.
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This is the second thing that we will look at.
XA R FRATER T 15 — .

What was Jesus’ concern?

HRERAH LA AW ?

He said, “I have this against you.”
M. “HFFERETZIR .
What is ‘this?’
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“You are so lacking in discernment that you
accept falsehoods as truth.
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You are so lacking in discernment that you
cannot distinguish between true teachers of the
Word of God and false ones.

VAR Z 239573, LA T AR IR AR 2 i
B EBHTE, WAL BINE.

You are so lacking in discernment that you
have allowed deceptive people to become
leaders in the church...”

ATk =Z 09501, DB Tk ey 2 F
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and so the indictment comes in verse 20.
NG, TEER 20 1, R TS

“You tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls
herself a prophetess,

“CORFFLEIR B FRAE SRR N HRGE ],

and she teaches and leads my children astray

ik H AN,

so that they commit acts of immorality and eat
things sacrificed to idols.”

ST, 2R, 7

Who was this woman who claimed to be a
prophetess?

XA BRI RIS R ?

First, we don’t know if that is her real name or
If it is a description of her character.

B, WANIARIEIR R EA, 2R
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Jezebel was known in the Old Testament as the
wife of King Ahab.
FEIRZ)r, BREmI 2 e F 2T

The name “Jezebel” is associated with idolatry,
treachery and murder.

“CHRWER XA AL T NRAR 2 1) 2 AR
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The Jezebel in Thyatira, like the Old Testament
Jezebel, was leading believers astray.
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The Old Testament Jezebel dignified the
worship of the false god, Baal, among God’s
people;

IF 2 BLAER B, A2 b7 B e b S0
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and this New Testament prophetess is doing a
similar thing.
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At that time, in Asia Minor, one popular false
teaching was the Greek philosophy of dualism.
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You ask, “What is that?”

Rl RV ARg? 7

Dualism was a false teaching that was taught by
many false teachers within the church.
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This is how it goes-

BRI,

God is only interested in people’s spirit;
A SR AT R B

and, therefore, how people treat their bodies is
not important.
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Jezebel was saying something very similar.
e gk ) 5 e A A A

She said, “Don’t deny Jesus.

gt “ANERINHLER,

Don’t renounce your faith.”
ANERFEAREAE . 7

Jezebel said that God doesn’t care if you
commit sexual immorality or not;

HRGEI UL, A A RO AT U
and that’s what this woman was teaching;
XA L N5

and most people were falling into this
falsehood.

REBNAFAN TIEANBIRZ
My listening friend, let me ask you this:
SREMAA, BORFR:

do you think that’s the right attitude?
PRI TR TE A R 25 2 1 2

Then, listen to what Jesus said in Matthew 18.
T, FRATTR W W HR SR AE B OKAE 18 F AT
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“But if anyone causes one of these little ones,
who believe in Me, to sin, it would be better for
him to have a large millstone hung around his
neck and to be drowned in the depths of the
sea.”

“NUAERAR A — AN TR, EIA T
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My friend, your lack of discernment will cause
you and others to be led astray.

SREWIR, SRZ 7392 3 BURAMb AR
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Now, we come to part three, which is Jesus’
command.

BUAE, TATRRNE =#7), EHERAIdT 4.

In verse 23, Jesus calls Himself the “Searcher
of hearts and minds.”

FESS 23 T HL, HRERPRE Oy “R%EE N
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His eyes are like flames of fire, which means
that they penetrate deep into our souls.

MR BER E — e, P LA B 3RATH R
BIRAL

Jesus’ eyes that protect the faithful ones are the
same eyes that will destroy the false teachers.

HRERICI AR B AR E L0 SR, R
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Jesus is gracious,
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even to this false prophetess and to those who
are blindly following her.
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You say, "How?"

PRezid:  “Aan ] o f A Tt g 2 7
Jesus gives them one more opportunity to

repent.

HR SR EE A 45 A ] — L2, LA

He gives them one more chance to turn from
their rationalizations and immorality.

HR SR EE A5 A AT — L=, AR AVERE 2
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He gives them one more chance to turn away
from sin;

HRERE LA — KWL=, BRI,
but, if they don’t repent, they will face pain and
suffering.

B, WA M R 2 R 2 A
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As to those who are godly,

X R LA RN

to those who refuse to defile themselves with
this false teaching,

XF T AREEFR 48 5 X MB R R A RN
Jesus says, “My burden is light and My yoke is
easy.

HR R 1L -
Ao
Stand firm, and don’t compromise until I
come...”
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and so we see Jesus’ praise, Jesus’ concern, and
Jesus’ command.

TACLBL 7 HRERAFRYE, HRGRATH LA
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Fourthly, we see Jesus’ advice.
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In verse 26, Jesus says,
TEEE 26 717, HB&RIL:

“To the one who overcomes and does My will
to the end, 1 will give him authority over
nations.”

“ORFFIE Sy Foam S BR A, FEG 4l
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This is incredible.

XEAANMELLELE .

Most Christians tend to forget that we will
reign and rule the whole universe with Christ.

REBOLEERHES T, FATEAEEE —[H
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We get so busy with the trash of this world,

thinking that it is gold, that we forget the real
gold that is awaiting us.

AV 1wt B g Aehs, DLV
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We get stuck in the mud of the world, thinking

it is wealth, and forget the real, awesome power
that we will experience.
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Jesus is saying that His faithful believers will

exercise authority over nations.
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Some of you may be saying, “Why will only
the faithful believers rule and reign?”

WEFRIT U Nt A A SO REEA
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Oh, because they will reign in order to enforce
the righteousness and holiness of Christ.

BRIAAAT T 1 PRAT B B 2 SO 235 1T 2
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We will have Christ’s own delegated authority;
FATIG A3 2B R BT B

and that is why Jesus could not entrust
unfaithful and undisciplined believers to rule
and reign over the universe,

PRI, HRERAN = ZF B LA B O IR (S
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because they would make a mess of things.
AT S 15— B
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Jesus gave several parables to remind us again
and again that only the faithful believers will
exercise authority in the life to come;
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and, here, Jesus said that He will give His
faithful ones the morning star.

X, HRER A ZHT R B G 48 RO S
The “morning star” is Christ Himself.

X RE” IR EC.

In other words, we will share in His glory.
Horgihiid, AR AT A SR
Those who turn their backs on the darkness of
sin will share in His glory.

ABLEA ) R BEE A I Z AT, B
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Those who will turn their backs on the darkness
of sin will see the light of Christ’s glory.

TR LEAN ] FEh ) BRI 5 A1 2 AT, K
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Discernment will keep you from falling into
false teaching;

I3 H¥ 71 REM AL AR G fia N B R I T BLI
and faithfulness to Jesus’ teaching will give you
a share in His glory.

O THRERHI T, bR A SR

Some of you may be asking, “How do |
develop discernment?”
WA R ReREm
I:]):.B ? »

To develop biblical discernment, you must read
God’s Word every day;

Bt aFEL 0, IR BRI
PRI IS TS

Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

JE ORI AR 25 1k, NIXT H 2.



