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WHAT DOES JESUS THINK? - 6

Hello, listening friends.

SREMIAR, ARG

Thank you for tuning in.
BHEMARNT A R BT H .

| want to begin by telling you that, in many
cultures in the world, a person’s reputation is
his most prized possession.

B, WAAEVMRIZ, A ERIRZ 0
B, P ANEmERRW AR 44
One’s reputation can be more important than
money, power or prestige.

—MNANREEL S BT BRI E
=,

In some cases, one’s reputation is more
valuable than life itself.

FERLAEIL T, — AR EA 2 Al oy
HOEEIERINEIR

Of course, like everything else, an obsession
with one’s reputation can lead to hypocrisy.

A%, WG HARER DAL TIE
KRECHAE, WRESZMNE T

It can lead to an unhealthy concern with
external appearances.

B REA L H I LT REINR,

It can lead to dual personalities—one in public
and the other in private;

B PEOWENE, EARME DT,
FERL T B 53— T

and this problem shows up repeatedly in the
pages of the Bible.

fEEZ T, FATTHTE B A 1] A S S 3
W
In the Gospels, we learn how Jesus condemned

the Pharisees for their obsession only with their
own reputation,

FEAE S, JRATT N HRER 2 2 M 58 5TV E )
TN, RILRTHCOCKAE.

their external appearance and style rather than
substance;

AATTPEE T AN RAIES, A& NAERIA
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and Jesus rebuked that obsession for a good
reason,

HR R e DI PPk 2 A BN 1

for, if a person’s reputation becomes his
obsession,

KON, AR — A NILEAE A4 2 (1B R |,

then, that person will do everything possible to
hide his real identity.

Mz, EANNSER—VIINERE E SRR
1 H .

He or she will pretend to be what they are not.

Al B2 AR AN AR B 2

Someone said the following:
AN IR
“If you spend too much time polishing your

reputation, your character will become
tarnished.”

“OIRVRIE K Z I 1) L BEB AR I 422, 23k
TRE) AR R L. 7

Often, we are the last people to know our own
true reputation;

W, AR, RE-DRIEEHCHEEA
FEATAERI N ;
and that is why the only reputation that you

need to be concerned about is your reputation
with God.

Rl RME—RF BRI, B IR
TS EL {44 7S AT

The only reputation that really matters is your
reputation in Heaven;

ME—H IR E B, RAER BHAAE,
and, when your reputation is right with God,

ARLERH R A LT 1) 4 I

He is the One who will give you favor with
people.

A EAEARTE N b 32 Wm R — Az
Today’s message to the church of Sardis is a
total message of rebuke.

S RIBATED R EHR R4S UK B = 15

Rl BRFamELR.
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The resurrected, ascended, reigning Christ
looked at the believers in the church of Sardis,
and Christ could not find anything good to
praise them for.

Bl THR. ERRREE GO B E
HEATT, ANERAS B 2B PR LT

All He saw was a church that was living on
their own past reputation,

P B NS O XA BT
Pas

and they were doing nothing for the present.
WAL, AT A fi .

Listen to the words of Jesus to the church in
Sardis in Revelation, Chapter 3, verses 1 to 6.

AT, HRERAE S 75k 5E 32 13 6
TR, RO B A
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700 years before this message was sent to

Sardis by Jesus, Sardis was one of the greatest
cities of the world.

FE HISER XS HUIK A AT X B A= S 700 5 LA,
Ok S A R 2 —

The wealth of Sardis was legendary;

IO 7 A A R 44 1

but, then, for two centuries, it vanished from
history under the Persian rule;

ST, AP NSRRI A LA, et
MBI EIHR T
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but, then, after those two centuries, Sardis
surrendered again to Alexander the Great, who
built it as a Greek city;

FEFRP AL LR, OB T 38 B
HRRAT, MCRERIICE BER T — A i
e

then, history repeated itself.
IESS =¥ N v

After the death of Alexander the Great,
P KRR AE S

Sardis was defeated once again;
KN FHIURIN

and, then, finally, it was taken over by the
Romans.

BB G NEE T

Why am | telling you all of this?

N AR E YK L ?

Because Jesus takes what has been
characteristic of the culture of each city and,

then, He warns the Christian in that city of the
pitfall of adopting those cultural mores;

DR IS S A 25 A N R T R SCAC RS A, PR e
TR RSB BE, A R ARA 3R 52X L TE
EABIFELL, KB SERT

so, what was it in Sardis?

WA, WOKHIE I EREE?

The people of Sardis had the reputation of
being lazy.

HIOKN H 44 RS o

The people of Sardis were known for relying on
their reputation and wealth;

ORI 75 MR RGABAT TH 44 5 A

and they failed to protect and defend their city.
M BEOR Y 55 P H SRR .

The people of Sardis preferred soft living and

easy going and they became prey to foreign
invaders;

WK N Z R EFIE BRI AN, XA TR T
A RNAZE YD
and those cultural characteristics of laziness

and easy life were adopted by the believers
there;

XA 57 I SCARFAE,  ARBILAE TI HL
B s b
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so, the resurrected Christ saw that this cultural
characteristic had crept into the life of the
believers in Sardis;

SIEREER D], XMOCRAE C & 4 B4
IKFBAER A A2 s

and Jesus became deeply concerned.

HRERIR IR Y) o

There are three things, here in this message,
that are spelled out by the Lord Jesus Christ.

ERXBAE R, THMRRE I 7 = E A

First, Christ’s rebuke of them for their false
reputation.

B, BB R AT R AL B

Second, Christ’s cure that will restore their
faith;
o
(P
and, thirdly, Christ’s acknowledgement of them
in the final revelation;

=, ERJEHERE, HRERRN 1A

so, here they are: rebuke, cure and
acknowledgment.

FREL, X =g JFot, BERE.

First, Christ’s rebuke of them for their false
reputation.

B, BB R ATI R A4 B

Jesus has the seven spirits and the seven stars.

HRER4HE C R A-E A .
What does that mean?
XA A = g ?

The number “seven” indicates completion, or
perfection.

“B” ZANEH, ARG,
Jesus is letting us know that the Holy Spirit has

a total and complete knowledge of every single
individual believer;

Bk JE e R, XR e T e —
55

and He has authority over every single church
that belongs to Him;

BN TS, R BN ;

and that is why He is exposing the spiritual
bankruptcy of the believers in Sardis.

PR, A 248 FE O B 1E AT R _ER ™ i
Pl

Jesus said, “You have the reputation of being
alive, but you are dead.”

HRERiE:  “HZAA VR, HSERER. 7

SERIRHAT, vREEARATRIE
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Those believers acquired the reputation for
being active in society.

LA HELEAL 2 EAG 3] TIRERII 44 75
Those believers acquired the reputation for
being involved in their city.

HRLEASHEMPTAE IR TR 2] T RIS 514

PSS

People were coming from everywhere to study
their organization;

NI R 27 ST AR ATT IR AL A 284

but, in reality, Sardis was a spiritual graveyard.
BR, H, figke—1NeR EREy.

My listening friend, outward appearances can
be very deceptive.

RERIMNA, ANEARH B Bt
Outward appearances can be very soothing;
AR NAR A

but, remember this,

HE, Widf,

when the world speaks well of you, watch out.
BRI T RAREI N, 2 .

When the world begins to praise you, watch
out.

A F IR IR %, &Y.

When the world begins to identify with you,
watch out.

AR IR N TTIRA IR, 215 .

Your reputation with God, not with the world,
is all that matters.

HIEHEERRIRIEA A H 425, A EE
XA 4425
The world looks at the outside; but God,

through the power of His perfect Holy Spirit,
looks to the inside.

XA FHEEANE, AR AE I e A ) 2
HEQ ’ %}\E/‘j W Lo

You have the reputation of being a spiritual
giant, but Jesus knows the real you.

(ISCATEEE <D IEWN:IE L M EN: § 7SI ER
LR

In fact, that is the one thing Jesus said that
drove the Pharisees crazy.

HL b, HEBRFTSORIX — 5, IEHERIZEA
HEE .

Jesus consistently exposed the hypocrisy of the
Pharisees;

HR SR AN i 48 2 v A SR OB E D93
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and they did not like it any more than this
generation of Pharisees likes it.

B RIZE—RBNENFE AT AR ZEN
[FREAN B GX AT

Christ admonished them regarding their false
reputation.

FEEERHBAT B R AL A IR T T
Secondly, Christ’s cure to help them restore
their faith.

B, EBEMEBHEAIRE B SrE
i

What is this cure?
R RAT A2
Jesus said, “Wake up.”

HRERUE:  “IREMME.

Probably, the best word picture that | can use to
describe the Christians in Sardis, would be this:

WF, FRAR S AEAR IO B IR L )
H, NiZaiXFER:

imagine a smoldering fire.

ME—F, —NEHERMEM K,

Much of the fire has died down;

K HIK LR KT ;

but, there, at the bottom, are some coals that are
still burning.

B, WUAERHES, VA SRR,

This is what Jesus is saying to that small
remnant that still has some spiritual spark left.

X HRER T, RN TR R K
TERIN o

He is saying, “Wake up and ignite the rest of

you.
HRBR S URFRAIT:  “UREEMIOE, RO H AL )
N

Wake up and see with your spiritual eyes the
dismal condition that you are in.

R, FH 8 R RIS 1SR B A i B i
AT

Wake up and go back to the truth of the Gospel.
PREfE, A2 BB EOR,

Wake up and repent and weep and be sorrowful
over the condition of the church.”

PREIE, MSUF B LA R
Mo
I want to tell you about a historical incident.

PAHERARAI— >3 S
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In 1904, the Holy Spirit’s fire began in Wales
and, then, spread to the rest of the world.

1904 5, FERZKMBURLRBR, RJET &
B S ) Ho At 7

During that awakening, shops were closed in
the middle of the day for prayer.

FEARAS KRG BERS 3, pal e o O &
ﬁ?‘%l‘] o

Prayer meetings were jammed to the walls.

W o B AT KA IE

By December of 1904, newspapers were
publishing the names of the new believers --

) 1904 [ 12 FI, #RACTIE R EIERI4A
Bfieeeens

70,000 in two months.
FEPINHPEs 7 75N

As a result of this outpouring of the Spirit of
God,

PRI ) RO EE

people were healed.

MIRRIBER.

Restitution became commonplace,

S FEAEFT L,

all because faithful believers began to pray for
the spark of the Holy Spirit to ignite the church;
XA B L BIERE, HraRER B KTEK
RURBEL T A 45 2R S

but revival will not happen until those who
claim to love the Lord wake up and recognize
that our world is in desperate spiritual
condition.

LR BLL AR5 T NSRS, 3K
ATHIHEE 7 CANE — @ R a5, 1K 5%
A A RER A

Christ’s spiritual cure was to wake up.

B R R LR BEIR S L A .
Remember, repent, and receive the power of the
Holy Spirit afresh;

s BSOFEIRER R R

so, first, we saw Christ’s warning regarding
their false reputation.

Ik, BATESCE B 7R = &
s o

= o
Secondly, Christ’s cure to restore their faith;

B, BRI ERIAHE B A AT TR S AE AW
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and, now, we come to, thirdly, Christ’s promise
to acknowledge them in the day of the final
revelation.

BUAE, BANPREER =, EENITFRAR
Ja R B H 1 B ARAEAT

For those who are faithful to Jesus,

X AR 8 ST HRER N

Jesus gives them a two-fold promise.

HIS SR I 2 AL AT T — 4 X0 PR LV

First, they will be clothed with white robes.

BE, 2B E A

White robes were symbols of festivities.

FIHLAE 1 RN B

We know this from the parable of the wedding
feast, that the wedding guests will have a robe
handed to them by the groom.

X R AT LIS SR e 1 AR R, B
B2 T 2e Z IS AL B R = — 1 B
White robes are also symbols of victory.

A2 R R RALE

In Roman culture, after a major victory is won,
they wore white robes and they called their
cities “white cities;”

D Gy, A —ERMRNZ G, A
% Ea, THOHIRmPRY “H
L)

and white robes were also symbols of purity.
A3 2 SV R RAE

For those who keep themselves from being
soiled by the stains of the sins of this world,

AR H E, s XM RS e
N

they will receive the white robes of the
righteousness and purity of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

HAT PR 245 21 3 B BR B A 2635 ) E
*@O

Also, white robes stand for the resurrection.
IRy, FAMAREREEE.

Those white robes are not ours.

A AMAZIRAT

We did not and cannot earn them.
RAIAGEEH OB IRAT.

Those white robes are given to the faithful by
Christ as a gift of grace.

ARLE ML B ALY, SRR RS
GRS NI

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

The second part of the promise is this:

AN VR 58 307 N 2R A2«

the believers’ names will not be wiped out of
the Book of Life;

fEAERI 44 A WAl B AR T

but, rather, they will be acknowledged by Jesus
before His Father.

Sty Hib R 2 AR S I A ACAAEATT

In the ancient world,

A,

kings kept registry in their palaces.

A EHIE T DA MR H SR E T .

In that registry, the names of all citizens were
written.

FEIRA T M, 128 1 Prfy B R 44
o

Only two conditions could cause the name of a
citizen to be removed from the registry:

—AERNA T, RAEPRMELT, F=
MIXA A A B 2

first, if the citizen committed a crime against
the state;

RANU T HEHRE CEFIE;
and, second, when that person dies.

Spe ——

F, RN T .

In a far, far, far greater way, Jesus has a book in
Heaven.

ZHIX A = S AL, BRERAE R
WA — 2

In that book, the names of all His faithful
children are written.

MM R, 5 7R L) L 44
o

They are written in the blood of the Lamb;
e FHAEFERINS T

and the reason they are written in His blood is
that no one can erase them;

Z R A R HRER A RS, & RO IXFE LIS
N AT PAAEABA TR

and, on that day, I know I’m going to be
standing there listening to my name;

FEAR— K, FFNE R uG AR B2 2
27
and, when Jesus calls out my name,

2 HRER Y 2 A4 T
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when Jesus acknowledges me before His
Father, just as He promised,

SUGHRER S VR AARFE, A AE S i AT AR A 3
FRORS i

I’'m going to shout, “I am here, Lord Jesus!

W KA N, “ FHREK, FRAEXHE! 7
Thank You for saving me.

PR R T K

Thank You for keeping me.

B RORST T3 .

Thank You for acknowledging me.
RGN 1 3.

I have acknowledged You before men.

HOAEARNM AT 552 11K

Now, You have kept Your promise and are
acknowledging me before your Father.”

DUAE, VRAE ST AR VAR ST AT #6917 P 7
When the roll is called up yonder,
HLERE, A4 B B fi%

I’1l be there.

LAEN

Will you be there?

PR AE TR FLI 2

You can decide today to be there.

PRA KA LAk E 2 BB

If you want to pray with me this simple prayer,
it can guarantee you being there.

AR RIS, AR S T X A ] 5L 1) 4
T, R IRIE VR AR L.

“Lord Jesus Christ,

“ FHRBRILE,

forgive me my sins.

TH AR R

Give me the courage to be who | am.
HIRFCRR A CHIAET
Receive me into Yourself,

TE 2 FE N BRI [RIAE

and give me the gift of eternal life.
W2 B A AL -

In Your name, Jesus, | pray,

e RURIIEAC S

Amen.”

LT [ P

152. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

AR KGR 7R, R H 2.



