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Hello, listening friends,
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It is a delight for us to know that you’ve tune
in to listen to this broadcast
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Today we’re going to commence a new series
of messages
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It has to do with the seven signs of miracles
from the gospel of John
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I hope that you will follow with us in the
scripture from the gospel of John.
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The word "miracle” has been used and abused
so often in recent times.
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In some circles... “miracle” is used to define
anything and everything.
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In other circles... “miracles” became identical
with magic and trickery.
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Yet, in other circles,
with skepticism.
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In fact, I know about a skeptical Sunday school
teacher who was teaching a group of sixth
graders.
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He said to these bright and discerning children:
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“miracles” are viewed
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“When Moses lead the Israelites through the
Red Sea, it wasn’t a real sea at all.”
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Then the teacher continued;

ZIM A Ui :

"Actually, Moses and the Israelites walked
across a two-inch-deep marsh called the Red
Sea."
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At that point one of these bright sixth grade
students spoke out:
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‘WOW! Then it must have been a real miracle
when God drowned the Pharaoh’s whole army
in a little puddle of water!’
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The scripture tells us that a miracle takes

place... when God's power intervenes in the
natural world... with supernatural power.
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The Lord Jesus demonstrated again and again
that as God in human flesh... His miracles were
foolproof.
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They were instantaneous...
s BV D25
and they had a 100% success rate.
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Miracles were Jesus' demonstration of His
power over nature...and over demons.
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Miracles were Jesus' demonstration of His
power over diseases ... and over death.
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Miracles were Jesus' demonstration of His
amazing... and astounding power as God
incarnate.
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And that is why John... the disciple whom

Jesus loved... uses a special word for
describing Jesus' miracles.
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He uses the word SIMION or a "sign”.
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As far as John was concerned...

A LA N,

Jesus' miracles were a definite sign...
HIS R f) #5582 — AN BH B IR B
and clear indications of who Jesus is.
& H B R 2

As far as John was concerned...
POESEENTRSE

Jesus' miracles were the sign that He is the
Messiah and Divine Son of God.
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John tells us again and again that:
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The disciples saw and believed.
HREREITIRER W 7, HFHMET

The crowd stood in amazement and believed.
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According to John’s gospel... these signs were
given so that YOU may believe.
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John records seven of these simions or "signs"
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in his Gospel.
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Today we are going to begin a series of
messages about these seven signs in the Gospel
of John.
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Each of these seven signs provide us with a
deep spiritual truth.

XA AL B TR B JE R H B
They show us our inadequacy... and Jesus' all
sufficiency.
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They show us our inability to cope... and God's
provision.
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Thus, in changing water in to wine...
FrEL, KA Jgim it

In healing of the sick...
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Jesus defeated our crippling disabilities.
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In the feeding of the multitudes...
Aty LT N,

Jesus demonstrated His inexhaustible resources
in the face of our barrenness.
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In walking on the water...
ALK AT E N

Jesus contrasted our helplessness in the face of
the awesome forces of nature... and His
mastery over it.
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In the opening of the eyes of the blind man...

AR E A,

Jesus revealed our natural blindness... and
Himself as the light of the world.
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In the raising of the dead...
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we see our defeat by death... and Jesus' victory
over death.
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Each miracle has significance and a meaning.
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Each miracle is intended to point us to God...
and God's provision in Jesus Christ.
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Each miracle is to the glory of God.
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Each miracle has spiritual meaning.

B EA A R B

Each miracle conveys to us some deeper
Biblical principle.
BRSPS AL I TR B 2 22 LN

So, in today's message from the miracle of
changing the water into wine... we see a sign.
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This sign is for the life-giving power of Christ
against the ritualism of Judaism.
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It signifies that there is a transforming power
with Jesus.
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Jesus changes the water of Christ-less
religion... into the richness and fullness of His
grace.
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Jesus changes the water of uncertainty and

legalism... into the wine of liberty and eternal
life.
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Jesus changes the water of the imperfection of
the law... into the wine of the perfect gospel of
good news.
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Jesus changes the water of the dreariness and
the drudgery of everyday life... into the wine of
His joy and contentment.

HRERCR H &2 — H AR CRIE R, SR NE
S B R A AL -

Turn with me to John 2:1-10,
TERIT 20 = 2:1-10,

The story is familiar to many of us.

KRN HAGEVER .

Jesus had just begun His public ministry.

HRER M TT46 kAL 3E

He goes to a wedding of someone presumably
related to Mary, his mother.

MBI 7 —ANEE, KR NRAT AR RN
R AR o

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

Some traditions say that Mary was a sister of
the bridegroom's mother.

SEAT UL, BT BRI RS AT RE A B AL AR 2
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If that is the case, that explains Mary's deep
concern for saving this poor family from the
embarrassment and the shame of not having
enough wine.
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In the Ancient times... there was a strong
element of reciprocity about weddings.

PRI IR, SRR A48 P
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Also certain legal action could be taken by the

father of the bride... if her groom and his father
did not provide proper festivities.
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You have to understand this kind of wedding
to understand the intensity of this situation.
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Before the marriage can take place... a
betrothal ceremony has to take place.

FEIEEE IS AT, ERHATITIEAL,

This is a lot more than just an engagement
party.
mEAMUE —Eame,

This is a contractual and solemn pledging of
the couple to each other.

R ML R VB, AT RIS
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The betrothal ceremony was so binding that to

break it... would be the equivalent of divorce
proceedings.

IISAL R XA ), ik,
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At the conclusion of the betrothal period,

which is negotiated by the parents... marriage
takes place.

BXOTFKRZ T G, TS
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On the wedding night... the bridegroom and all

of his male friends make their way in a
procession to the bride's house.

FEQSALZ B, B ATALL A B A3 AL B A 5
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This would often take place at night... so their
procession was a spectacular torch light
procession.
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The bridegroom knocks at the door of the
bride's house.

B RER PR AR ST 2% H

When the door is opened, the groom makes
certain promises to the father of the bride.

Then the bridegroom and the bride join in the
procession back to the groom's house where
the wedding takes place.

SRJE BT IR SR ML R [P R AT A
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The wedding festivities were not just a simple
dinner or a banquet.

USSR — FRLAI IR S gt o KA A

Some wedding feasts would last as long as a
week, or even longer!

CHSIERE AL — 2, HaEEKek,

Sometime before the end of this particular
wedding feast... the wine ran out...

FEHRERX TS I aS e 1, ) rhig, 1l
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Presumably two, or three or four days into the
feast.

AR AR AT BE AR AN 2R 5E —, S =mER K.
Running out of beverage in the middle of your

festivities means that you are too poor to
adequately provide for your wedding.
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That is a cause for permanent shame and
embarrassment.

TK S 2 1 Bk AR

This could cause the father of the bride to sue

the groom for not fully discharging his duty of
hospitality.

AR AL SR B ] DR A YR RE, RS R 5
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In most current cultures... if something like this
happened...

IARAEBAR A X T DL
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We would go out and talk about the bride's
father behind his back and say how cheap a
host he was... and that would be it.
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Back then, it was a bit more serious than that.
HIEAEAR, FHIFM™EL T .

| want to say something here as an aside before
| get to my message.

FERVES R FERE B AT, AR A A
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Some people try to use this passage as an
excuse for consuming an inordinate amount of
alcohol.

AR T HREES, EvE Sl K
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That is wrong.
XA IR o
Most scholars argue that the wine in those

days... was so mixed with water that it had no
more than 2 or 3% alcohol content.
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That is why Leviticus 10:9 makes the
distinction between wine... and strong drink.

XWHOEARIC TR AR, HNS
WA ) 7] o

The mixture was 3 parts water... and 1 part
wine.
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In other words, you would have to drink about
22 glasses of this kind of wine... to get the
same effect of two alcoholic drinks.
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S0, no one can use this passage as an excuse
for using alcohol.

FITEL, 51 B SOA T 9 o Wy i O i 1
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Now, back to my message.
o, BUAE S A,

Up to this point in His life, Jesus performed no
miracles.

HRER-TE HRIX —%, REATIE—FApa,
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This was His first.
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But Mary knew who He was

LI R NIV s

Mary knew what the angel told her before His
birth.
HERGRIEA: 2 BT, KA UF T SAE.
Mary knew that she conceived Him while she
was still a virgin.

L RPARTE 2 B O 3 vl PR 242 T BR B
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So, she asks if He would supernaturally
intervene.

PITLIZIN, ok SR HIS ik LAEE FLIK RE A3/ At
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She asks Him to save these folks from having a
permanent scar in the community.

gt SRR K A iX oK NI, G A9 AT 18 32 7K ok
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By the way, when Jesus calls Mary his mother
"woman" in verse 4.
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this is not rudeness

X FFAEAHL,

this is a term of endearment of that time.

A2 I S, Ronarie.

And so, Mary asks the servants to do whatever
He tells them.
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Jesus asks the servants to fill the 6 jars with
water.

T HR R IS AAT],  SE/N T HLRE K

These jars of water were used in the ritual of
purification.
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And when they were filled to the brim...
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Jesus changed the water into wine, and then
they served it to the guests.
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I want you to tune in next time, and | will tell
you the spiritual significance

FEN IR H A, PR IR B A  BE 2 ) &
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My listening friends, it is very important that
you tune in so that you get the full
understanding of this miracle

PreA, SREMIMA, — &, RS IRA
XA TR LS.
Because | am going to tell you some things

that you might never expect to hear about this
miracle

R JOR & YRR — Lo RIZ ML ), A RE
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Until then I wish you Gods’ riches blessing.
JEA KRG o



