10.

(REg=R (B ) XGEHX

ZEHWE -7
LOOKING UP -7

Hello, listening friends.
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What a joy it is to know that you have tuned in
to this broadcast.
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As we travel on this road of the life of the
Apostle Paul, we are being encouraged and
motivated.
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In the past decade, knowledge has been steadily
on the increase.
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In fact, total human knowledge is doubled
every 22 months;
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but, with all the increase in knowledge, the
Gospel of Jesus Christ remains unchanging.
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With all of the increase in knowledge, the truth
of the Gospel can never be modified or added
to;
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and that is why yesterday’s warnings from the

Scripture are every bit as relevant today as the
day they were uttered.
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Please turn with me to the Book of Acts,
Chapter 20.
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There, we find the Apostle Paul gives us some

very solemn warnings, which are relevant to
every believer today;
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but, before I get to the details of Paul’s
warnings, let me give you some background
information.

FEFATIHT R E Bz i, kRSB —
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In Acts, Chapter 19, there was a huge riot in the
city of Ephesus.
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This riot was instigated by a businessman by
the name of Demetrius.
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In the beginning of Chapter 20, Paul leaves
Ephesus and goes to Macedonia and Corinth;
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then, to Greece, back to Macedonia, and finally,
to Troas;
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and, when he gets to Troas, he meets with the
believers to celebrate the Lord’s Supper;
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and, when night came, he began to preach.
RN 1, AT A PHE .
He preached for five hours

fib it 1 AN,

and, during Paul’s five-hour sermon, a young
boy named Eutychus dozed off to sleep.
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He was sitting on the windowsill and fell and
died.
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Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the
Apostle Paul raised him from the dead.
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Back then, people were trained to listen for
hours on end,;

FEMAAR, AT T K fa)riE, HE2)
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but the five-hour sermon that Paul preached

was not a monologue as much as it was a
dialogue.
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There was a time for questions and answers as
he spoke.
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The Bible tells us that the fumes from the lamps

and the stuffiness of the room caused Eutychus
to fall asleep and fall down;
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so Paul raises the boy from the dead and, then,
continues to speak until dawn.
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People in Troas were soaking up the truth as it
was coming out of the mouth of the Apostle
Paul.
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The next day, Paul leaves Troas and goes into
Miletus;
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and, in Miletus, he realized that, if he goes back
to Ephesus, it will take a great deal of time;
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so he sent a messenger to Ephesus and asked

him to bring the leaders of the church from
Ephesus to Miletus.
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Miletus was 20 miles away, but it would take

about three days for the messenger to return
with the leaders;
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and, there, the Apostle Paul gives the warning
that | want to talk about today.

RNEIF G, RP % 7T —& M5, Xt
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There are three things in Paul’s exhortation that

are relevant to every person listening to me
right now.
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First, he talked about his own life as a role
model

B, BB E O AR B R A
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in verses 18 to 21.
HE 18 3] 21 5,

Secondly, his obedience to the Lord was
unconditional,

FLR, Al 3 BB A TE 5 AF

in verses 22 to 27;
7E 22 3| 27 75

and, thirdly, you see his warning was for

vigilance,
H=, REEE ARy T iEARNE
B 5

verses 28 to 35.
1E 28 31| 35 15,

Let’s look at the first thing that Paul talks
about.

EBATTRE RE Pk K55 — N7

He was warning the church leaders that his life
is a role model.

fib LB SR AR IE 5 8 R 2 1 4 o
Again, look at verses 18 to 21 of Acts 20;
R EBAVE ERE T 1% 20 2 18 21 21 7155
and here’s something very important, my
listening friend.

SREMA, XA RS HE,

There is no more powerful an impact that you
can make than a personal example.

B AL NRIRREHERWRT T .
Parents can instruct their children all day long.
FAATTRERBIMBA T T

Teachers can teach brilliantly;
ZIMAT A LA UHS R S 2

but the life of example creates far more impact.
(EPEENGHNE SRS A AR
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As | read the Scriptures, 1 am continually
awestruck by how the Lord Jesus’ life matched
His instructions.
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There are no discrepancies.
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We can tell our children what is good and what
is bad,

FATAT L YR AT B £ 7 ] 73 8
but our life will impact our children far more
than the words we speak.
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We can proclaim the truth publicly or privately.

FATAT LA T M BAA T M B 47 HL B

We can witness on behalf of the Lord Jesus
Christ;

FATTAT LAY = R R B A ILAIE s

but what will impact people’s life in a greater
way is our conduct.

{EL S RERZIA AT A fi R R AT THIAT

People are looking to see if you are living your
lessons.

M EEIARRE BAT VR 1 -

People are watching to see if you are the same
person in public as you are in private;

M2 WEARAENFTAIN G R 75— 2

and Paul said in Acts, Chapter 20, verse 18,
RGLEMAEAT 15 20 18 17 1 iji.:

“You know how I lived the whole time I was
with you, from the first day | came into the
province of Asia.”

“ORAIFAIE, H MNFEIE PR H 5 K,
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What is Paul saying?
RE R IEAT 2 E B ?

He is saying, “You have heard my words, but
you also examined my life.”

fnAEdl:  “URIC&N TIRTEE, HiE
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He is saying, “You listened to my teaching, but
you also watched my decisions and my actions;
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and you can testify to the fact that there is no
discrepancy between what | say and the way |
live.”

PRI AR TRERGUE BT, FR BT 1 R AT F P AR 1)
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Paul was a role model, not just in his words, but
in his life.

RE R — DBk, AMURAEFE L, EE
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Secondly, Paul’s obedience to the Lord was
unconditional.

B, AR BB TE SR A

Look at verses 22 to 27 of Acts 20.
HEMAEITAE 20 32 22 3] 27 7.

Obviously, the Apostle Paul was able to look
up through his prophetic eyes

R, AEFELR 22 HIAth S R i & 70 RAM B2
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and see that he would face more opposition and
persecution in Jerusalem.

e ELFRUR AR 8 HIS 1% 484 T B8 22 PR SO AT
HF.

In Jerusalem, there would be more beatings and
more unrests.

2 R B 4 2 18 2 3 2 (O $EFT ANshig A2

In fact, it happened exactly as he predicted.

FHL b, JERRAE MDAl R o

In Jerusalem, he would face more false
accusations and discouragement;

FEHRERIROA,  AhoRE AR 2 AN S B R AT
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but none of that really mattered to the Apostle
Paul.

(R S A AE PR 2 AUl AT R R

Once he knew that God was calling him to go,
he went.

— ELAth i 8 XA A AR 2L B3 T, fhSE )
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What a far cry from what people say today.
XERA R MNATH AL & Tz

They say, “I am willing to follow Jesus if I can
be sure that | will not face any difficulty.

SRMITEU:  “UERILAEH E A I IBE
PRI, AR, BRI ER MHR R
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I am willing to get involved, but only if it is
convenient.”

HNEERTT LR, REEZ 5. 7

My beloved friends, listen to what Paul said in
verse 24.

T ZHIRA, EE B R AE 24 71 friid
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He said, “I consider my life worth nothing to
me.

fibiii:  “IRAALMEGR NS, BAFRNE

If only I may finish the race and complete the
task the Lord Jesus Christ has given me,

HEAT SRR, Bt 3 HR R ffr 452
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the task of testifying to the Gospel of God’s
grace.”

UE AP R AR . 7

Here’s what Paul is saying.

R E R

“Compared to the task of making Jesus known,
my wants mean nothing.

“AMLERER 2 A2 ML, BT EEASGAT
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My comfort is not my priority.
WA LRI AEE,
My personal goals are not the issue,”

KON NBEbr e E, 7

he says, “because my life is not my own.

fibdid: “BOVERBIEmAETRE S,

My life belongs to Christ...”
BRI BT I

and | wonder how many of us can truly say this
today,

TMEE, SRJATZTH 2D NBRBIX A
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because it is true, whether you acknowledge it
or not.
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If you belong to Christ, your life is not your
own;

WRAR)E THE, R A i A s TIRE
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but how often do we really think about this?

{BA7 2 DI R 3RA T B AR B IR B — mile ?
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How often do we practice that and walk by
that?

S 2 DI R IRAT TR I A S W 2

Paul’s life was a role model.

R WA — iR

His obedience to the Lord was unconditional.

Atbox A (R AR A2 e 2% A1

Thirdly, his warning was for vigilance.

B, MERE N kAR N E
Please look at verse 28 of Chapter 20 of the
Book of Acts.

R AT 20 3 28 15,

Vigilance is such a rare commodity these days.
mA R E B DA R IR WA ST .
Paul confirms this warning about vigilance by
saying people give up too easily.

PR, NMIKRE S, xR
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On the one hand, you guard against the attack
in your life.

— 7, ARORT B 2R Bl

On the other hand, you warn others against the
attack of the enemy.

i, PRENMASTE, GRERARZR
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On the one hand, you do not neglect your
personal prayer life and your study of the Word
of God.

— 7T, VRASRE 2N H & A .
On the other hand, you warn others of the

danger of neglecting their prayer life and study
of the Word.

F—Ji, REN, RN A A
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The bottom line is this: you do not commit the
sin that you do not want others to commit.

ZBPRZAE], AR AAZILREE, R
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Here’s what Paul’s saying:

RE )

first, keep watch on yourself;
H—s ARE ORI

and, then, and only then, can you truly minister
to others,

HARRE, RA BTSN,
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for you cannot adequately care for others if you
neglect the cultivation of your own soul.

I RAR 2SR R E, AR 4T 4
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That’s what Paul is saying to these leaders.
T A DR B Xof IS L A AT T P T

You cannot truly help others until you have
taken care of your own walk with the Lord.

FRAERE CRe S EAT, S NIRARER IR
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God has called those in leadership to manage it
for Him.

AR X LA AT RO B 2
Why is Paul warning the church leaders to

watch out and to be vigilant for both
themselves and others?

AT L RE BN RIX 2 AT, i)
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Because there are wolves everywhere, ready to
come and devour the sheep.

K B AL AR 54 IR ER ARG 0
Where were the wolves that Paul was talking
about?

TR% BT KIS RAER ) LW 2

They were in the church, hiding and waiting.
AT R Bl A, JHEHLM 0.
They were ready to mislead God’s people.
AT I A R R A B P 2k

My beloved friend, listen carefully.

PP Z A, ER A

There are wolves all around us;
SR AR RAT R L5

and you are to be vigilant for yourself first and,
then, for others.

BRE E SR, SR E BN A A S
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In the ancient Near East, wolves were the chief
enemies of the sheep.

FEH AR AHIX, B4R SF R ) 32 2
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In fact, sheep were defenseless against wolves;
b, FRORRA INEIRAES IR

and that is why shepherds could not afford to
take their eyes off the sheep.

DA AASREREARAT I AL RS TT R 2
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Some people say, “Don’t expose false teaching.
Just preach the truth...”

AN “AEEEEBR, HUFEH

but Paul did both.
{HAER T HWE TR,

He preached to them the whole counsel of God.

fileRe A B A B85 A — — A ATTRR B

He did it publicly and he did it from house to
house;

AU AR N T AT BRAE A S LA RS G

but, here, he is warning them about the wolves

that are ready to come and undermine the truth;
EAEIX R, MIRERARAT, SAARBEI 2 KiREL
HIH,

but I want you to realize that vigilance is costly.
WA BRI E, B2 EZ .
Vigilance is troublesome.
TRFFE R EAET) R

Vigilance is exhausting.
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Vigilance will bring false accusation.

DA 0t 238 2 Al N JE s I
Vigilance will cause misunderstandings;
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and, so, my listening friend, as | conclude this
message,

Pl BERZIMIA, AT H 45 R A,

I want to tell you that, although knowledge may
double every 22 months,

ARG YRR, BEIRENREAE 22 4 H st Z3g K
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information may increase with overwhelming
volume,

PR AETE IR B
but the Gospel of Jesus Christ never changes;

{ELHIS SR LB 8 R 502

and that is why the Bible speaks again and
again about the importance of holding on,
XN A AT, =3 5R I,
RRSFHOE L,

the importance of being vigilant,
ef P fal P ) B

and the importance of being on the alert.

AIORFF & (1 FL 2L
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You will receive a crown in Heaven when you
are vigilant.

WRARBE— ELIRFFEUE, #RIRSBEE K
HpTR S

It is promised to you in the Word of God.
M TE B O VR 2R RN

My listening friend,

FERERIA

you may be ready to give up.

VR T g IEHE & B

You may be tired of being vigilant.
PRWPF C RS T BEI ORI IR .

You may be tempted to go with the flow.
PR VE IERE tHE FE AR AT 5155

| want you to stop and remember this:
WA BRIF TR, I H—E Bl
God is on your side.

5 RETE

God wants to help you to keep on being
vigilant.

R A B R DR R

God wants you to know that you are not alone.
AT ERARANIE, AR

Keep on standing up and being vigilant.
AR FRATTOR KR U T8 A 8 )0

Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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