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Hello, listening friends.
RERINA, VREF

Thank you very much for tuning in to this
broadcast.

FEH AU URENIT XA H

We are in the midst of a series of messages
entitled, “Looking Up” ... when life knocks
you down.

SRBATENR] T R UFEERT P RIES 7y,
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People often ask me, “How can you know the
will of God?”
MNAT& T 3
u}:bl ? »

I have been asked that question many times;
XA ) A 7] T RZIRT s

and, today, | want to give you the biblical tools
to help you answer this question.

FTUAA K, FRELLAR—A LW R 115
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We will do this by studying how the Apostle
Paul discerned the will of God in his life.

I 5 S AEAE OR 2 I U] 45052 AHRE Al B8 2 i
P EE, RATMH R EE 1 .
There are four tools to help us discern the will
of God listed here in Acts, Chapter 21,
FEAEGEAT AR 20 TP g1 28 | AT iR R A )
TATH B E &,

so, if you have your Bible, please turn to it.
WMRRFILHEZ, EHREEEITIE 21
% o

Here are the four tools.

KPS T7 iR

First,

B

you must submit to the lordship of Jesus Christ.
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Second,
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expect God to speak to you in some way.

AL M7 AOR ERAR Ui 13
Third,
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test the spirits;

B R

and, fourthly,

0,

you must wait for the timing of God.

PR ZRAEAF A I TH] o

Let’s go through these one by one.
AT — F— Rk

What does it mean to be “in submission to the
lordship of Jesus Christ?”

A5 A2 2 M HIS R I ) T2 AR 2

It means that you are going to put your desires
in neutral.

Btk RECIRE SR 1.
We all have desires and strong feelings.

WATHA S, TR

We all want everything in our lives to work
without problems

A I#B A B AN S SR,

and none of us welcome trials and uncertainty:
BANEMRAZL MR, FE2BFER,

but submission to the Lordship of Jesus Christ
means that you are willing to put your desires
in neutral.

AEUMG A R SR B ) AL, A VR H OB AR
NN HEETIAE 14

Why neutral?

N ATIAE—14 Mg ?

Because when you place your desire in neutral,

KA AR B O RS BRI — 4 B I,

you are allowing God to lead you to His perfect
will for you.
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We saw, in the last message, in Acts 20,
FEREBEAT 1% 20 B e —Ef o E B, K
& =,

that, when Paul was talking to the Ephesian
elders in Miletus, he said the following to them:

TRELERAHRT DL T2 AT TR (1Y)
L PP 7 T T T R S R

he said, “I’m going to Jerusalem,

fbit:  “IREBIHRBK A %5,

and I know that ’'m going to be facing
difficulties and trials there...”

I HLBHE,  AE AR B3 2 1 i PN XE AN =5
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then he said,

fibze A S k-

“but God is calling me to go.”
CERIEEERE. 7

Do you know why most people want to know

the will of God?
PRFNTEIR Z2 NABRH 4 & 2 ) Ja [ i 2

So that, if they see a hint of difficulty, they can
run away from it;

ARy, WRARATH SR B — A
IR, ATt AT L KR BT

but Paul is saying that he knows the will of God
and he’s still determined to go to Jerusalem;

ERDZU, AL RTERH & B4,
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but that’s not all.

KIEA AR

Look at Acts 21:10.
THEEITIE 21 TEE 10 715,

There was a prophet by the name of Agabus.

A AN SR YA

He comes in a dramatic way and warns the
Apostle Paul of the difficulties ahead.

il UL — o il 8 1) sUE S GE R D, R4
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Agabus takes Paul’s belt and ties it around his
hands and feet;

AT S O R R _E B LR

and, then, he said, “This is exactly what’s going
to happen to the owner of this belt...”

SRJE UL IX AR R A E S B

but that’s not all.
HIXIEA A A
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When you read verse 12 of Chapter 21,
MR 21 & 12 A5H,

the Christians in Caesarea began to beg the
Apostle Paul not to go to Jerusalem.

TN W B A A SR DR 5 AN B 2 R ik
3
They were saying, “We need you here, Paul.”

fibfiIid:  “IRATX LR ZAR, RT. 7

All his friends were telling him not to go to
Jerusalem;

Al B A U AT A Al AN 2 25 BRI 5

but, because Paul placed all of his desires in
neutral,

ER R R H O A IS AR,

he was determined to do what God called him
to do.

fih R TE FE A RO 24T

Paul was not afraid.

REBA R

Paul would not hide.

TR B SR o

Paul would not be persuaded by all well-
meaning friends.

TR B HEX L3 A AU

There are some people who say Paul should
have listened to his friends.

A e N ERE NI I ACHI A 75 o

They say that Paul must have been outside of
the will of God when he went to Jerusalem;

AT, ORE SRR — i S 1 Y
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but, if you look carefully at the text,
HRUIRIRAFHE AL,

not one time did the Holy Spirit say to Paul,
“Don’t go to Jerusalem.”
FURTE & R AR EYFIRE

B 7

“ANEL L B i ek

If this had happened, Paul would have obeyed
the Lord.

WRERZX AV, RE —E 2R
My listening friends, please listen carefully.
PEOREWMA, HHEE.

It is okay to express your preference to the
Lord,

[Fa) fif SR R IR VR ) 4 2 T AR,

as long as you let God lead you.

AT AR, AR LR SR .
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It is okay to say to God, “God, I would rather
be in this place and not that place,”

PrRAAr AR« M, TR R
B, MmAEMBE, 7

as long as you are willing to joyfully go
whichever place He chooses for you.

R R, RO RESE 7 — A7, AR
HR IR R PR AR SR H AT

Submitting to the lordship of Jesus Christ
means making your desires be in neutral,

I e S Sk e ) AU R, R DA
b B A — 3,

and that’s not easy.

RIFAK G

There are people who think

ALEANZNA,

that, if you go where God has called you and,
there, you face some problem, you should
second-guess your obedience;

URERARZ 1 AR A 1 25 AR 3t T o1 — L v
At AR I 2% BT R RS RS A ) I
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but listen to me very carefully, please.
(ERZE R~

Just because you are at the center of the will of
God does not mean that you will not face
problems.

MR EET, HFARRERAZIE L]
P

Sometimes, we get ourselves into trouble;
A, A4 H O 7R

but, often, when we are at the center of the will
of God, we will still face difficulties and trials;

N, HMERATEM RS & AT, AT
D8R 2 18 31| PR AE RN 25 555

and, of course, the enemy will come to you and
will say to you,

IR, PSRBT I AR -

“If you had disobeyed God, you would not have
faced these problems...”

“Un FARBA MR ), VREEA 28 )X
ﬁé E’:] J)Tﬁ(j(ﬁ ...... ”

and | can tell you that the devil will do that to
you all the time;

T U URIR, TR A IR ORI AR 5

but, by placing your desires in neutral,

H2, dnSRARIER 0 e —14,
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you will give God the opportunity to work in
your life for His glory.

AL ARG HIR A, AR AT DA
?@ o

The second tool is this:

BTN

expect God to speak to you.

HIRF AR ER VR U3 o

The Lord often speaks to me through His Word.
PREE H I LR YL .

When I’m reading the Word of God,

G R ) TEE R I fie

and I’m wrestling with a problem in my life,

AT, HERAENE VIR B L %,

the voice of the Holy Spirit often says, “Here.
Here is the answer that you’re looking for.
FERESANY: R, KRR
FHREEE.

Here is the promise that you can appropriate
today.

R A R A L

Here is the promise that you can apply to your
situation.”

XA AL VR AT LA S T R R B O BN Vo7

Occasionally, God speaks to me through godly
friends;

7R, A 2t AR 0 AR B
s

but let me give you a warning.
Z:jii &gé%/fh—‘%lﬁx%:o

Be sure that your godly friends are not speaking
to you out of their own emotions.

TRE S EE, XA A AT
H SRR

Be careful, lest your godly friends are speaking
to you out of their self-interest.

BN, AR ACME B TR H SRR
PRUETE -
In Miletus, the Ephesian elders and Paul’s

friends were trying to dissuade him from going
to Jerusalem,

FERAIER,  LAIR P IR EAT TR ER 2 (1 AT
A AEE_EHB BRI 2

because they were emotionally attached to him.

DS A A AT X At A AR 1 SRS
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I’m not blaming Paul’s friends for trying to
dissuade him from going to Jerusalem.

HIHARTRERT WA, WA 2 HR
HER o

I’m not blaming them for trying to protect their
friend;

WA R TTRAAT, BRI A
but they were not trying to discern the will of
God;

{ERAATEA TR E &

and that is why, thirdly, you must test the
spirits,

Xl 4, =, IREPANE R,
no matter who delivers a message to you.
TR RUEFIRAEE G R, RESE L7y
o

If it is inconsistent with the Word of God, it is
not from God.

MR E SHEEEEAEY S, B R AR
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If it does not glorify God, then it is not from
God.

WEREATER, e A T AT K .

If it is going to lead you into sin, then it is not
of God.
B RHTAR

FH
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The Bible repeatedly exhorts us to test the
spirits,

X4 FREHIE AT, EHE R,
because Satan’s deception is so good that you
can easily fall for it,

DONSE B Y TH A 2 b, ARIR R Sy B
LM %,

because Satan’s desire is to trick you and
deceive you.
PRI 9B E 5 A I AR

Paul tested the spirits and he followed only the
voice of the Holy Spirit,

REERL TR, R MR IS
=

not even his dear friends;

R R A s sm 2 I A, At # T s

so, let me summarize again.
WIAEZR S — T
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First, you must submit to the lordship of Jesus
Christ by placing your desire in neutral.

H5E, RNAZIE A O B SHE — LRIk
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Secondly, you must expect God to speak to you
in some way.

FR, ARz I A5 205 AR .
Thirdly, you must test the spirits;

B, REHEE R

and, finally, you must always wait for God’s
timing.

e, VRN SE A BN AL .
Waiting does not come naturally for us.
AR IEARITATIIANE

It may come easily to some,

AREXTAT 8 AR UL LL B 2 2,

but some people confuse waiting for God with
idleness.

(B L8 NS R A ], 5 W0IR A
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The word “waiting” in the Bible does not mean
“doing nothing.”

ez “SEE” i, ANEdE AT AEIA
o 7

Waiting for the Lord comes from the term of a
waiter in a restaurant.

S —ia, SRk BH & B RS ) HE
A waiter has his towel around his hand,
M55 Rt — KB M B PTF L,

and what is he doing all the time?

EREA R, ABAESAT AW ?

He’s watching you.

il B4 Lo L5

He’s waiting for you.

A SE IR AR o

He is preparing to act when you call upon him;
At P4 25 I R W DR ) 4 e

but he is active and focused while he is waiting.

EAB SRS, AR, TIER.

That’s what waiting upon the Lord Jesus
means.

XAl A S T AR R i S R A
It means that you are always serving the Lord,

EEWE, RE-BHRGFE,

that you are always ministering to the Lord,
BEWEWE, RERKRTE,
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that you are always watching for the Lord’s
direction,

EEWE, REROMPHERIITE,

that you are ready for His command any
moment,

R B I VR S AT ) 1 2
but you are working and you are busy.

s, fRRBRICRRL TIEE .

You are serving and you are paying attention.

PR At BT IR AR

You are attentive to the voice of the Lord.

PRAE B Lo 480 B P 3

You are not sitting down and doing nothing.
A T EE.

Listen carefully to what I’'m going to tell you,
my listening friend.

FORERIA, EHEE.

Do you know that not a single person in the Old
Testament, whom God called to serve, was
idle?

RATENS? FEIHL A, BA — MR
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They were all doing something and the voice of
God came to them and said, “Go and proclaim
the Word of God.”

AR R A — LS I, Ao 7S 5
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When you are waiting at the Lord’s table,
S PRAE T 1) SR A S BT Al

you will be sure that He will let you know His
will in His time.

b E=MRRERRG, SRR, ENE
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He will tell you what He wants you to do.

Mo URIR, AR 4

He will tell you where He wants you to go.
Mo VAR, AR ETR L.

He will tell you when He wants you to move.
Mo IRIR, AT AR LR RT3 .
He will tell you where to be.

Mo YRR 2 200 EL

He will tell you how to respond.
M2 B YRR AT LR o

Paul knew that he was obeying the will of God.
TR FRIE At R AR R
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He knew there were some difficulties ahead,

A 5010 I T 2 — L PR A
but these were incidental.

{EIZ 2 AE A Y o

Why?

N2 We?

Because he knew, if he is going to be at the
very center of the will of God,

ROt T8, dn AR AER Y & =,
God will be with him, and that’s enough.

M HMEAT, XHER T .

When Paul got to Jerusalem, he was bringing
an offering from all the Gentile churches;

HORY B HR B N, Aty — B4
N HIZEHR

and he places it, there, in the church of
Jerusalem;

I H, AT EERAC 4 1 RS B2
but do you know the first thing they said to
him?

ELRFRE A AT TR DR 2P AT 0 2

They did not say, “Thank you.”
AT B R

The first thing Paul got was criticism.

R E BRI

Now, remember, Paul did not want to offend
anybody;
HiE, RY IHFAEEIRETA;

so he went ahead, recognizing that the issues
they were criticizing were not important in his
Christian ministry.

fib AT B 2IX G, R g fth R T T LS A DA X
T E B T AR,

They were not necessary for salvation;
MEEHI AR, TR IE R R 2

so he went along.

Rl A A THE

Because Paul had learned to wait upon the
Lord,

RONERD O 2oy 1 B {F 3,

because Paul had learned to discern the will of
God,

FARE O &% T g =,

he did not allow their criticism to hinder him.

BB AR TR LIS A 2



157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

162.

163.

164.

165.

166.

167.

168.

169.

170.

171.

172.

173.

My listening friend, let me give you this advice
as we close this program.

FERFHIAA, AETT H AR AL /R — Lt
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When you are waiting upon the Lord,

PR AP I

you will learn to choose your battles.
PR - S TR AR B 3

When you are waiting upon the Lord,

SRS I,

you will discern what is necessary for salvation
and what is not.

PRBs Ao oA AR BOR R Y, M4
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When you are in the perfect will of God,

A PRAAER 583 B B B AR,

there may be storms brewing all around you,

FEAR A Bl VR 2t A%

but you’ll be at peace,

BARAA 2,

because you are in perfect harmony with your
Maker;

AR5 R B3 322 58 2 IS Y

and, when you are waiting upon the Lord,

S PRTEARAP A A

He will let all things work together for good
because you love Him,

it AR, IEEMEIRE b,

Because you have placed your desires in
neutral,

KA PR O B SIS R e,

because you are determined to listen to His
Vvoice,

BRI R T 3 By A T

because you have tested the spirits,
BEARE S0 HE TR,

and because you are waiting for His timing,
DRI DA VR A5 S5 A A PR N T

you will have the joy of the Lord.

e EN N G ITP7 =R

Until next time, [ wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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