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Hello, listening friends.
RERINA, VREF

Thank you very much for tuning in to this very
last message in the series that we’ve been
preaching.

RS FAT IEAE R H 1 R 515 B BJa
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We are calling it, “Looking Up”... when life
knocks you down,”

ARy BT, HHME” .

and it is based on the life of the Apostle Paul
from the Book of Acts;

XA RN IE MEAEAT M Fric 2, fEAE IR
B2 IR Y

and | want to begin this last message with a
fact.

FERJE R — P, AR — AR TT
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It is a fact that it is always easier to start
something than finishing it.

XA, NS SRR .

It doesn’t take a great deal of discipline to be
enthusiastic about the commencement of
something;

BENAHETH IR R N A 0, JFAKR
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but it takes a real commitment to see it through;
EEAEX M IREAMIRLZ, i EARLF 2
7.

and, as we come to the end of this series of
messages from the life of Paul, we come to a
very intriguing ending.
FATEHN T H KRR B R 5ME B ER
1 HEARIREIA .

It is not the kind of ending that you would
expect.

BIFARIRE R AT S

Most of the Book of Acts has been concerned
with the Apostle Paul;
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and you would expect that it will end by telling
us what happened to the Apostle Paul,

PR VE IR AE 25 SRy I I, X P 2 BRFRAT ]
PHERERE o R EARE T
and | want you to turn with me, please, to the

very last Chapter, Chapter 28 of the Book of
Acts, verse 30 and 31.

PAERER I — B B T R e —
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This is how the Book ends:

XL IR IXFEE R

“For two years, Paul stayed in his own rented
house and welcomed all who came to him and

he preached the Kingdom of God and taught
about the Lord Jesus Christ.”

WP OISR, (£ 7 EEWE.
JUR WA N, AhA B4Ry, TRUR AL ek E
HIIE, K EHERESE I E T A

That’s how the Book ends;

BB VN T ES) =

but, if you are curious, like me,

U AR ARER I — I 7T

you have to ask the all-important question.
R 23 ) — e A1 B L )

Why does the Book end without telling us what
happened to Paul,

N AR & TG B SR RATR D 5K
EARETWE?
or, what happened to Peter,

B, AT JE kS ndar?

or, what happened to Philip?
PASJHER] LG RE 12

None of that is here at the ending.

FESS RN, X LLHBA 2

Why do you think the Book ends that way?
PREAF I L3RG T B AG FEE ?
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Because Dr. Luke, who was inspired by the
Holy Spirit to write this history, is more
concerned with the Gospel than the preachers
of the Gospel.

KIuEg IR A, A2 RIESh IS H 1K B
Pist, BAEBETREARLL, MAZES %
g

He was more concerned with the power of the
Gospel to convert people to Christ than with the
instruments God uses to bring these people into
conviction;

b BE OV A m) BB AR K RE, TTAN 2
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and, today, I want to show you three principles
from Acts 28.

S RBEEG PR, AT 1L 28 TR
=

These principles will unlock the secret to
finishing well.

XL JF A R RATT, ] ORARR G 15 1 Ak
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I think every one of us wants to finish well.
WABEE— NH A B BE PR FFHE Y

It is a lot easier to start well, but it is much
harder to finish well;

RN EH — MNP RE 5, BEZEAED
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and Chapter 28 of the Book of Acts will help us
unlock the secret for finishing well.
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First,
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you must believe that obstacles will not hinder
the plan of God.
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Secondly,
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objections will not halt the work of God;
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and, thirdly,
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obedience will harvest the blessing of God.
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To finish well, you must understand that
obstacles will not hinder the plan of God for
your life.

Tk E ORI, RO e, AETRERSG
A PR E VR A i TR

One of the biggest reasons why some Christians
do not finish well is discouragement.

— BB R EBERE A OR B — R B SR
e N

The moment they hit an obstacle, they give up.
fATIFE B BIBEAT B IR — 21, BURGE 1
The moment they face problems, they give up;
Bl 2 AR —Z1, SR 1

but, from the human perspective, the Apostle
Paul’s life was filled with obstacles;

EMNBHERE, RE K — 0] L N
X F

and each obstacle that the Apostle Paul faced in
his life was designed by Satan.

AL R D Fri@ 2 ()R — R E, AR MUE RS
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It was designed to stop his ministry.

e FHORFELAS DR 2 15 2

Every one of these obstacles were planned by
the enemy to destroy the work of God.

BONBEE T — R AE, R8BI L
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Persecution was a hindrance.
HEZE— MR
Imprisonment was a hindrance.

A —FP =

Being beaten and stoned and falsely accused
were all hindrances;

HHYT, WANEAK, 2R EAE R,
and Paul had his fair share of all of them;

R M AFISMZ 7 T A X — 1

but, through it all, the Apostle Paul believed
that obstacles cannot hinder the will of God.

W2 [, RE RS AT BR AR A R
RHEE R
They may have bound Paul in chains,

AR AR BE B E LR Y

but they would not bind the power of the will of
God.

{EARATARER A B B HIKRE

They may have tried to gag him from speaking,

ABATT AT DASEAEAR ) AN LA B3
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but they could not gag the power of the Word
of God,

{EARAT T ANME AT TS Y BE
and that is why he could keep going in the
toughest of times.

X DR B BE 1E R M P 4K 22 BT HER B 7

My listening friend, | want you to listen very
carefully.

HIINA, B A B .

There are two sides to every obstacle that you
face in your life.

R B T s 14— 2 B PR T 12

There is a human side and there is God’s side.
—H2MMNNBIHEE, —T2EMNE A E.

From your side, obstacles appear as huge
boulders;

MRS RERE, & DA R
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but, from God’s end, they are only stepping
stones to get you to the top of the mountain.

ENFHII AR, AT A 2B IR E El
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From the human side, obstacles are frustrating;

MNHIF RS, XL N O AR

but, in God’s hand, they are mere instruments
He uses to sanctify you and bless you.

BT, e RECN R, IF
SAE AT o
| want to speak to every one of you who are

facing insurmountable obstacles in your life
right now.

AR PRORAT] 2 oIS 28 1E A 22 77 B M ) N
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I want to speak to you with confidence in the
Word of God

FRPRO A B R A {5 0 A IX R

and in the God who promised in His words.

[ ]t 2 5 AT AL A 1 s A BV AR A X
Rl

All of you, who are facing difficulties, must
stop seeing these obstacles from your point of
view

PR AT s AL N, ANEFNE
CL AR BE R AE fr X 26 PR

and begin to see them from God’s point of
view;

M52 218 WA I R
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and realize that God wants to use these
obstacles to fulfill His plan in your life;

B S X S RH, SRS AR AR
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so, we see the first secret to finishing well, here

from the life of Paul, is that obstacles will not
hinder the plan of God;

EIXE, ORI EHHES], ZORFF
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but, secondly,

iy

he saw that objections will not halt the work of
God.

REEAT, AT A2 B AR AN RE A e ) L
E.

One of the greatest temptations today is to see
people openly objecting to the truth of the
Gospel;

SRR MR, w2 E B AT
A & A H B

and the most important thing to do, when you
see this, is not to be intimidated.

APREE R IX RGN, REER R, AR
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One of the greatest temptations for Christians is
to be ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

MEEHEN S, BHRAIRGHZE, PLHRGR
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Throughout the Book of Acts, Paul was facing
these objections;

P BAMELEATAE N, R ORE — BT IX
CEIRER
and, yet, the reason he finished well is because

he understood that objections will not halt the
work of God,;

fl BB ORAF R 9 B B R, A2 At B X e fH A
REWIRT A B0 A 5
and we see another objection that Paul faces,

here in Acts 28, when his ship was wrecked on
the island of Malta.

EAEAEAT A% 28 =, FATE BN 75—
BH,  HUR B AE S R AR 4 1.
Paul suffered misunderstandings and false
accusations.

TRE MR T 2275
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When a snhake bit him, people said that this man
escaped from the shipwreck, but he must be a
criminal,

DRl = R e 1 LU, Al AT, XN R
SRS 1 e, (HAA RN RIE,

and that is why he could not escape the bite of
the snake.

XA I Al A LA

This was a false perception;

X AT — T iR B ARV

and, after a few days, when he did not get sick,

G JLREE, HAiE RE B,

they immediately changed their minds about
him;

Ny E A R E BB

and they wanted to worship him as a god.

AT AR FEAd DA

As | said before, people are fickle;
IEGEATHET IR, NS RETTH I
but Paul understood that objections will not halt
the work of God.

ELRZ W E, AFATHEPHAA G H i ) T
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Again, when Paul went to Rome, he shared the
truth about Jesus;

RE 2 T LR, 5 A1 FERER R
H

and he taught that Jesus is the Hope of all
prophecies from Genesis to Malachi;

fib R AT, HRERELZ IH L, MBIt IC 2]
PR B TS o AR IR — 1oz
and, as he began to describe Jesus as the

Fulfillment of all hopes and all dreams of the
Old Testament,

ALy, HRERDY [H L pirf 39345 An 45 48
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many people objected and rejected his message;
1R 22 NAB 4 SOt A% UF IS B

but Paul knew that objections cannot halt the
work of God.

{EERE FNTE, AT AT BHARAS B o W ) L
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My friends, none of us can stand in our own
strength.
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None of us can stand without the power of God.
AFEMHIRE 1, AT NBESE LA
None of us can persevere without the power of
the Holy Spirit;
AFEXERIBES), FATEA NBeRE <5 2K
S0, to finish strong, you must understand that
obstacles will not hinder the plan of God.

PRI, BEORFFIETY, VLA, AT A s
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You must understand that objections will not
halt the work of God.
PROAZESS, ATATFERE AR AN B A b ) L
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Thirdly,
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in order to finish strong, you must believe that
obedience will harvest God’s blessing.

ROERKFHE Y, IR, KAk,
7 RESRAFIGAR «

There is one thing about the Book of Acts that |
don’t want you to miss.

FEREGEAT AT, A — REREARICAE

The Gospel said that the Apostle Paul preached
in Acts 28,

AT 1% 28 =, RE PTE VIS,

and the Gospel that Peter preached in Acts,
Chapter 2,
ST —Eh, AR EAE S
is exactly the same Gospel.

72 58 M [ AR 2 o

It was not two different Gospels because it was
preached by two different persons,

XA IR B S AS R BB U
[E=RRNGE

or, preached to different people,

HEA B AR NRE, A FTANE

or, preached in a different environment,

BA BUEA R B AL A A
7;

or, preached in a different setting.
A ENARER &, i AR

The commonality that Paul and all the great
men of God shared was their obedience to
preaching the truth of the Gospel,

RGP e e B NI FE F 2 Ak, AdAT]
HMAR 3, ZAEE S K H B,
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without compromising it and without watering
it down.

WA 2, WERAREAESTHINE .
Today, there are people who are trying to
modify the Gospel just a little bit.

U4 e N\ Tk R A T S S Al B
Now, let me confess to you that obedience
might not be easy;

XS URBE,  MBR A TR e AN 5 52 1 5
but it’s the only way to peace.

B 7 P22 R E — 3R A2

Obedience might not be comfortable;

MR FT B A ANES s

but, in it, you find your only comfort.
BRE, RAENRE, /R4 R %
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Obedience might not be popular;
Nt P e AN 32 WG

but it is your only way to blessing.

B R VR T DA SEAR R E — 3842

It is the only way to please the Lord.

B AT L B ME— IR

Paul’s obedience may have led him into house
arrest in Rome

RE B, V- S e % N,
and into three years in prison,
R T =FZ A,

but was that a waste of time?

AR FEAEVR T[] e 2

No.

A

Because, in the prison in Caesarea, he was able
to preach to the kings and the governors;

RN AE ORI 7 R B, A BE 98 X% 2 A
BB
and, under house arrest in Rome, he wrote

some of the most exciting Epistles that he was
led by the Holy Spirit to write.

P LRES Y, £XRNG3T, M5
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When you are obedient, you will see God in
control of all of your circumstances.

WEARIAR, VRE 2 F B E 8RR B
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You will discover that there is no time that is
wasted;
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and you will find no effort that has been
misplaced,

PR RIAR T ) G A A 72 HE 55 1),
and no sacrifice has gone unnoticed by God,
H HEA AT AL,

that there is no obedience that will not be
blessed by the Lord.

BA AT, A9 A4

When you are obedient, even your prison will
be turned into a pulpit,

BRI, VRPTE R M ZE AR R &

because that’s what happened with the Apostle
Paul.

Xt Ry &5 TR A .
From historical accounts, we know that the
Book of Acts does not tell us about Paul’s end.

M7 B2 Ju R, A1 A AR T4 5
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We know that he was released after those two
years

FATTHE AL P LS bR 1

and he traveled for two more years and, then,
he came back to Rome.

SR A T A £ 22 R TR], SRl E] T
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Eusebius, the historian, tells us that Paul was
arrested during that time;

SRS AGVE S URIRATT, IR Z AR IX 1 A) 7
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and he was beheaded on the Appian Way;

B A AE R JEE 22 RSB 1

but, from God’s perspective, the details of
Paul’s death were not important.

HE N AET S, 5 5E g FHA
HE,

It doesn’t mean that God didn’t care.

IXAN R ULAFBEA I o

Listen to Psalm 116, verse 15.

HE R 116 5 15 7.

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death
of His saints.”

“AEHRFNAEIR B LR ZFE, WMAEF. 7
How Paul died is not important.

TR PR3E 1) 77 AT A EH

What is important is that he finished well.

b BE A% DR AR 1R 1 4 B B
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What is important is that he was able to say, “I
have fought the good fight. | have finished the
race. | have kept the faith. Therefore, there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award me on
that day.”

HERRMEES UL “TEEFMLRCEIT
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Listen, my listening friends, as | conclude, to
the rest of the verse from 2 Timothy.
IR, ARG R, THEERE R
JE B RTRAE.

After Paul said those words that | just
mentioned to you,

RS e BT T X EeE 2 5,
he goes on to say,
b 2 2 A
“Not just only for me, but for all those who
love His appearing.”
“MMEWGE IR, G L% Rt B L)
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The crown of righteousness henceforth is
waiting for you when you finish well, my
listening friend.
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Will you finish well?

PR AE DR 5 HE AT 2

Will you understand the secrets of finishing
well?

PRI PR A G T )R ey 2

Let me give them to you again -

AR HORE XA TR 5 PR IR— IR

that obstacles will not hinder the plan of God,

AT P #AN 2 B A ) T

that objections will not halt the work of God,
FEART 2 BEL A AN BE Fh BT ) A

and that obedience will harvest the blessing of
God.

NG 23 A B AR SR AT A4 ) I A

Until we meet in a new series of messages, |
wish you God’s richest blessing.
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