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Hello, listening friends, and welcome to this
broadcast.
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It is a delight and joy for us to know that you
have tuned in to this broadcast.
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Let me remind you that we have begun a series
of messages entitled “Portrait of Grace;”
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and, today, we’ll be looking at Genesis, Chapter
29, verses 1 to 30;
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but, first, | want you to imagine the following
scenario:
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a mother or a father tells their five-year-old son,
“Do not play with matches.”
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The little boy decides that he is going to do it
anyway;
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so he lights one match and nothing happens;
TR SR RKEE, AT AE R
then, he lights another match and nothing
happens;

A, ARSI, HIHRE SR
GoF

so, he keeps on playing with matches when
mom and dad are not watching;
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then, one time, he lights a match and it catches
fire and it burns the little fellow’s hands.
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On the way to the hospital in the ambulance, the
little one keeps on saying to his parents, “I am
sorry. I’'m sorry. ’m sorry.”
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Now, any normal mother or father would say

what?
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“We forgive you,” of course;
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and they truly forgive the little boy,

AT O R U XA N

because they love the little fellow.
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They are hurting deeply for their son’s physical
pain.
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They will get the best medical treatment that
money can buy for their son.
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They will assure their son again and again that
they have forgiven his disobedience;
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and so, ten, fifteen or twenty years later,
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there are scars that the best plastic surgeons in
the world cannot obliterate.
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The boy now is a man.
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He looks at the scars and he says, “I wonder if
my parents have really forgiven me.

fBEEHXEEIN, HE B MR
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I’m not sure if my parents can really forgive
such an act of disobedience.”
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His parents, on their part, keep on assuring him

that they forgave him the moment he said,
“Sorry;”
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but the now-grown boy says to his parents, “If
you have forgiven me, then why do | have these
scars?
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Why should I live the rest of my life with these
scars?”
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“Well,” they say, “these scars are the
consequences of your disobedience.
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These scars have nothing to do with our lack of
grace in forgiving you.
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Let these scars be a reminder of our act of
forgiveness.
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In fact, let these scars be a reminder of our
unconditional love for you.”
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My listening friend, did you get the picture
here?
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Today, there are many people who confuse the
grace of God with their deep scars.
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There are many people who doubt the grace of
God simply because of the normal long-term
consequences of their past sins.
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God says, “I have forgiven you.

MY “FREBARIR T,

| have covered you with My grace.

T B BRI i »

I don’t count your sin against you;
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but no one can do anything about the scars.
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Let these scars remind you of My grace and not
your failure;”
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FEVRIR I

and, today, my listening friends, we’re going to
see this picture very clearly in Jacob’s life.
PREIIII, A RN INHES N A,
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Jacob moved from Bethel, where we saw him
alone with God,
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he moved from Bethel, where he received the
grace of God,;

fl BT 115 20 R AR 45

he moved from Bethel, where he received a
vision from God;

HBESIT 1 AR L4352 7 R K A R A

and, now, he reaches his destination—his
uncle’s home—

PAEARSRE] 7 HBHs, fh B B xR h——

the home of his mother's brother, Laban, in the
town of Haran;
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and it is in Haran that Jacob will come face-to-
face with the consequences of his deception.

FEMS =, HERSRe TN B A G Bl R e
R

It is in Haran where Jacob will come face-to-
face with the scars of his deeds.

FENG 2%, HESHS TN B S B i i p
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Here, Jacob will come face-to-face with the
biblical principle of sowing and reaping.
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When Jacob gets to Haran, he has an encounter
with a beautiful girl.
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TR

This girl turns out to be his cousin, Rachel,
TR A Gt G At A A P R Uk i 4

and Jacob falls head over heels in love with
Rachel.
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He even tries to show off and exhibit

superhuman strength by rolling the stone from
the well to water her sheep.

P B SR B, IR AR, AR
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Jacob loved Rachel at first sight, and he was
willing to do whatever it took to marry her.
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Now, my listening friend, I don’t want you to
miss what happens next.
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Jacob wants Rachel very badly. He was willing
to go to any length to marry her;

MERARF BGRIR LS, v 7B, R E
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but his tricky Uncle Laban, the girl’s father,
knew of Jacob’s desire;

A, MRRE B B e, Wh AR ALSERE
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and he wanted to milk the situation for all that
he could get out of it.
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It was customary back then for visitors to be
entertained for only three or four days—no
more;

R SHE, BN BRASZH|=D0R
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but Jacob had been in Laban’s house now for

about a month, and no doubt working hard for
his uncle.
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In Genesis, Chapter 29, verse 15, you see Laban
subtly and manipulatively says to Jacob, in
effect, “Just because you are my nephew, it
doesn’t mean that I shouldn’t pay you
something.”

£ QIHAC 29 & 1575, RAT AR R, fuPER
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Jacob said, “I would be willing to work for
seven years to have the privilege of marrying
your daughter, Rachel.”

W TRIENER LB b
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Jacob was probably hoping that her father would
say, “Oh, no. One year would be fine...”

5 244 VP01 A L 52 5 £
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but tricky Uncle Laban took advantage of
Jacob’s generosity.

BRI B SR E, I T HES 0 IRHEE .
Listen to verse 20 of Chapter 29.

T 29 % 20 9.

“The seven years seemed like only a few days to
him because of his love for her.”

“HEX AT EEIRE 7B, AECAIRZ R
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Rachel had an older sister, Leah.
&5 — AN R

She was, to state it clearly and literally, an
albino;

ML RARER, 1015 17 EAE;

so, in the night of the wedding, after Jacob’s
seven years of hard labor,

FEFERSE B o7 E - 2 JE RSB S 27

the father sends Leah, Rachel’s older sister, to
the wedding tent, instead of Rachel.

XA AL S AN har 45 ) A AH R T AN 2 i 4
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She must have dressed like Rachel and she must
have smelled like Rachel.

ARSIV, = 5 PR 2 SR P 7 7K o FR AR
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She must have had Rachel’s build, but she was
not Rachel;

A (AT AR S5 AR )T, (H I A R R4S .
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so, on the morning after, Jacob saw what
happened, and he became very angry;

TR, B THRER, WEUHE T IkAE
WG, JEE A

and he goes out to do battle with his uncle, now
his father-in-law.

fibtik 5 HEH, BIERH CHECHI,
Listen to verse 25. It’s a very important verse.
TEWT 257, XA IREE NI E .
“Jacob said, “Why have you deceived me?’”
MESFTE: IR At R e ? >

Wow! Here are the scars.

e, X HE .

The deceiver is now being deceived;

G 5 0 S W T 5

and, sadly, this is not the last time that Jacob
will be a victim of deception.

ALAERE, IXRIEAS RIS i e — IR U
He deceived his blind father.

A B4R B I U R AR A0

Now, he is deceived by his uncle into marrying
a blind woman whom he had not loved.

B, b E i s BN, 27 MiA
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Jacob managed to marry the love of his life,
Rachel, seven days later;

o, MR BERATUE LR EESH T
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but he had to work seven more years for her.

{EARA AN T i TAE-E4E

My listening friend, | want you to see with me at
least three ironies here.

TR K, BREAMR—EREEXEAER
PRI R = 5

Irony number one—

F

Esau was supposed to serve Jacob, but now
Jacob serves Laban.

PAFAAS N AR AR, BUAEHE A i S Pt

Irony number two—
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by getting Leah first, then Rachel, Jacob must
have felt what Esau felt when he was deceived.
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Irony number three—

Sipe ——
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he was deceived by Rachel’s father, just as he
deceived his own father.

A7 45 1AL SE T g, 1E At 4 )3 B E &
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The deceiver was deceived.

LCTER IR T

He was reaping what he sowed.

fl Al I B SRR B R

My listening friend, listen carefully to what I'm
going to tell you.

SREMA, TEAF AR 3R T P .

The law of sowing and reaping is as sure as the
sun and the moon are in Heaven.

FERPAIVGRI AR S R B H H B IRH)iE s
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There are at least three things about biblical

sowing and reaping that | want to tell you about
here.
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First, whatever you sow, you will reap.
o, MEAE, FTEN.

Paul said, “Do not be deceived. God cannot be
mocked. A man reaps what a man sows.”

RE U “AZEPHK, MREEAGR. M
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If you sow wheat, you will reap wheat.

WARARFN T 27, IR oRE T

If you sow cotton, you will harvest cotton.

ERRAR T HRAE, TR BCRIRAE .

Nobody ever planted wheat and got cotton;

BT NAT AR 227, SISCERARAE
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and, my friend, if you want friendship, you sow
friendship.

REWA, WRAREEAF B AN, IRk
FlACTS o

If you want love, you sow love.

IR EAG R 5%, VRSN

If you want peace, you become a peacemaker.
WUERVRABEAZ R FIF,  VREEA — 1Y
ZhiE .
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Secondly, the portion with which you sow will
be the same portion that you reap.

B IR 2, iR .

You cannot just sow sparingly and expect an
abundant harvest.

IRATT REZ R, ARG — D KE
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In Luke, Chapter 6, verse 38, Jesus said,
TEBRINAR & 6 75 38 717, HBHKi:

“Give, and it will be given to you... For the
measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

PRO1ZE L N, WA EIRITE . BIRAITH
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In 2 Corinthians, Chapter 9, verse 6, Paul said,

FERIMAZ 54 9 5 6 TR D Ui

“...whoever sows generously will also reap
generously;”

LRI, A2 7

and the third thing about sowing and reaping is
this:

FTFER AR 28 =

no matter how long it takes, no matter how long

the delay, no matter how many crop failures you
may have, if you sow, you will eventually reap.

TR Z KIS R, TCRHHE F 2 A, Bk
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Have you prayed for something for so long and
you haven’t received the harvest yet?

PRI O A FE R, 25T0R
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Keep on planting and keep on praying. The
harvest will come.
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Have you been faithful and generous and self-

giving, but you have not seen an abundant
harvest yet?

RRETE B AR RO IRIEAUERA, HiE
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Keep on planting. The harvest will come.
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Just as sowing and reaping in Jacob’s case
worked in the negative, sowing and reaping will
also work in the positive as well;

BN AEAEES & ERR S0, 2 —Fh i
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S0, when you sow in abundance, you receive in
abundance;

WAL, IRIERIZ, ORIt A

so, my listening friend, let me ask you this, as
I’m about to conclude.
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Do you have scars from the past?
& EA AL REIRE?
Don’t fret over them.
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If the grace of God rules in your life,

A SR R S E RN,

if you have experienced the forgiveness of God
in your life,
A RARAE A fir v 22 Py e ) 3 24

do not let the scars pull you down.
ANELLE TS S E IR 2R (547

Let the scars remind you of the grace of God.
17 L S P IR SR T R e B

Let them remind you of the mercy and the
forgiveness of God;

LIS LI IR FZ AR FR P4 150 A B 2 5

and don’t ever forget that God can write His
straight purpose with a crooked pencil.

AERIE, MR DU —XEMMES BathiE
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God can take a bent and twisted instrument and
use it powerfully.

FR] LR R A ] — > TR R HHAH A A 1L
God’s grace is more powerful than your scars.
) B B R 0 8 LR SE AT e

God’s grace can polish the roughest of
diamonds.

AR B T DU S A ) B A B G
God’s grace calls out to the unworthy.
) SR IR 7 S L B AN C N
God’s grace loves the unlovable.

AR AT Z AN, TRAR .
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God’s grace uses the unusable.
SR i e L A I DY NI Y 2
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God’s grace will turn your scars into stars.

P BELBCRT LK R B IR AR S A S R B A
You can let your scars pull you down and
depress you, or, you can use them as a reminder
of the wonderful grace of God.
ALl 5 CREREEEIR, EE 2l
e, RWAT L ENREEEE 5 O, #aabr)
PR B
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The choice is yours.
XRARE TR,

Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

JEA R R AR S K, NI HE !



